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[The proceedings of the Britifh government in fending a number of 
valuable citizens as conviéts to Borany Bay, has engaged the 
public attention. We fhall lay before our readers in this Magazine, 


what we have been able to colleé relative to the fettlements and 
regulations at that place. | 


A brief detail of Governor Phillip’s voyage to Botany-Bay ; 
with an account of the eftablifhment of the Colonies at Port- 


Fackfon and-Norfolk Iland. 


HE fleet confifted of his majefty’s fhip Sirius, Commo- 
dore Phillip, and Captain John Hunter, the armed 
tender Supply, Lieutenant Ball, three ftore-fhips and fix 
tran{ports, carrying out fix hundred male, and two hundred 
and fifty female convicts, and forty women, wives of the 
Mariners, were permitted to accompany their hufbands. 
Having failed from England on the 2oth of May, 1787, 
we touched at the Canary Ifles, where the governor, in 
imitation of Capt. Cook, took precautions for preferving 
the health of the convicts, and of the crews of the feveral 
fhips. | 
Deockee this paflage, an attempt was made by the convicts 
on board the Scarborough traniport to get pofleflion of that 
fhip; but being happily detected in time the defign was 
fruftrated, and the ringleaders were fent on board the com- 
modore’s fhip, where they were fmartly punifhed, and then 
difperfed in other fhips. This had fo good an effec, that 
no other attempt of the kind was made during the voyage. 
By the report dchivered in by the furgeons of the fleet on 
the 4th of June, the day after we anchored in the bay of 
Santa Cruz, in Teneriffe, it appeared, that there were then 
nine.marines and feventy-two conviéts on the fick lifts. and 
that twenty-one convicts, with three of their children, had 
died fince sheir firft embarkation, 
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We made an unfuccefsful attempt to anchor in the bay 
of Porto Praya, in the ifland of St. Jago, one of the Cape 
Verdes, with a defign to procure vegetables, which were 
fcarce at Teneriffe. After this difappointment we croffed 
the torrid zone, and anchored in Rio de Janeiro on the 6th 
of Auguft. 

We lay here taking on board water, live-ftock, fruit, ve- 
getables and other provifions till the 4th of September ; and 
our reception was very different from that of Capt. Cook in 
1768. This may be eatily accounted for, by Commodore 
Phillip having been formerly in the fervice of the Portu- 
gueze, and known to the-prefent governor of that place. 
This was a very fortunate circumftance, and perhaps faved 
the lives of many of the poor wretches on board. 

We had a very expeditious and fuccefsful paffage from 
Rio Janeiro to the Cape of Good Hope. Our voyage from 
that place to Botany-Bay, where we arrived on the 18th of 
January 1788, was equally favourable. 

The governor finding Botany-Bay perfectly unfit for the 
fettlement of his colony, both on account of the fwamps 
and the want of proper anchorage for large veflels, failed to | 
Port Jackfon, which he found fo fpacious, that one thou- 
fand fail of the line might ride in perfect fecurity. One of 
the coves in this harbour was pitched upon which had the 
finett {pring of water, and in which fhips can anchor fo 
clofe to the fhore, that at a {mall expence quays may be 
conftructed at which the largeft veflels may unload: 

On the arrival of the boats, a party of the natives made 
their appearance near the place of landing. Thefe were 
armed with lances, and at firft were very vociferous; but 
eentle means ufed towards them (the governor approaching 
with figas of friendfhip p, alone and unarmed) eafily per- 
fuaded them to difcard their fufpicions, &c. One man in 
particular, who appeared to be the chief, fhewed very fin- 
gular marks both of confidence in his mew friends and of 
determined refolution. Under the guidance of Governor 
Phillip, he went to a part of the beach where the men be- 
longing to the boats were then boiling their meat: when 
he approached the marines who were drawn up near that 
place, and faw that by procecding he fhould be feparated 
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from his companions, who remained with feveral of the of 
ficers at fome diftance, he ftopped, and with great firmnefs 
feemed by words and geltures to threaten revenge if any ad- 
yantage thould be taken of his fituation. He then went on 
with perfeé&t calmnefs to examine what was boiling in the 
pot, and by the manner in which he exprefled his admira- 
tion, made it evident that he intended to profit by what he 
faw. Governor Phillip contrived to make him underitand, 
that. large fhells might be conveniently ufed for the fame 
purpofe. : 

In one of our excurfions, when we landed in Broken Bay, 
feveral women came.down to the beach with the men. : It 
was now firft obferved by the governor, that the women in 
general had loft two.joints from the little finger of the left 
hand. As thefe appeared to be all married women, he at 
firft conjeGtured this privation to be a part of the marriage 
ceremony ; but going afterwards into a hut where were 
feveral women and children, he faw a girl of five or fix 
years of age whofe left hand was thus mutilated ; and at the 
fame time an old woman, and another who appeared to have 
had children, on both of whom all the fingers were perfeé&. 
The inhabitants of New South Wales have very few orna- 
ments, except thofe which areimprefied upon the fkin itfelf, 
or laid on in the manner of paint. The men keep their 
beards fhort, it is thought, by fcorching off the hair, ane 
feveral of them, at the firft arrival of our people, feemed to 
take great delight in being thaved. They fometimes hang 
in their hair the teeth of dogs and other animals, the claws 
of lobfters, and feveral {mall bones, which they faften there 
by means of gum; thefe have never been feen upon the 
women. Sometimes, indeed, they adorn themfeives by 
plaiftering their necks and bofoms with a fort cf chalky 
white clay, 

We find, that though hitherto the natives have become 
very fhy, fince they found it was the imtention of the Eu- 
ropeans to ftay among them, they have been by no means 
hoftile, except now and then to fome of the ftraggling con- 
vi¢ts, who have been regularly fufpected af being the ag- 
grefiors. Indeed fuch has been the prudent and humane, 
yet firm conduct of the governor, that both Great-Britain 
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and New-Holland have the greateft reafon to hope ferious 
advantages from the eftablifhment of the colony under his 
aufpices. The colony at prefent, as alfo that under the de- 
puted government of Lieutenant King at Norfolk Ifland, 
Wears a promifing appearance. : 

We made feveral attempts to examine the country ; but 
the obftacles were fo many and fo great, that we could not 
penetrate many miles before all the provifions which we 
could carry were exhaufted. The coaft is lined in thofe 
parts, at leaft in the neighbourhood of our fettlement, with 
a kind of impenetrable foreft formed by large trees, interwo- 
ven together by the creeping plant ufually called a fupple- 
jack ; but farther inland we found the country more open, 
with pleafing profpeéts, and the foil excellent. In one of 
our excurfions we faw, for the firft time, one of thofe black 
{wans which were mentioned by Dampier in his voyage to 
this country. It is a noble bird, larger than a common 
{wan, and equally beautiful in form. On being fhot at it 
rofe, and difcovered that its wings were edged with white ; 
its bill is tinged with red. s a : 

We difcovered a few huts in the inland parts, confiftin 
of fingle pieces of bark about eleven feet in length, an 
from four to fix in breadth, bent in the middle while freth 
from the tree, and fet up fo as to form an acute angle, not 
a little refembling cards fetup bychildren, 

It was conjectured, that the chief ufe of thefe imperfect 
ftruétures might be, to conceal them from rhe animals for 
which they muft frequently be obliged to lie .n wait. The 
bark of many trees was obferved to be cut into notches, as 
if for the purpofe of climbing; and in feveral there were 
holes, apparently the retreat of fome animal, but enlarged 
by the natives tor the purpofe of catching the inhabitant. 

It is a circumftance fingular enough, that the natives, 
though in fo rude and uncivilized a ftate, as not even to 
have made any attempt towards cloathing themfelves, not- 
withftanding that at times they evidently fuffer much from 
the cold and wet, are not without notions of fculpture. In 
all the excurfions of Governor Phillip, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Botany-Bay and Port-Jackfon, the figures of 
animals, fhields, and weapons, and even of men, have — 
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feen carved upon the rocks, roughly indeed, but fufficiently 
well fully to afcertain what was the obje& intended. Fith 
are often reprefented ; and in one place the form of a large 
lizard was {ketched out with tolerable accuracy. On the 
top of one of the hills, the figure of a man in the attitude 
ufually aflumed by them when they begin to dance, was 
executed ina ftill fuperior ftyle. 

On the 19th of March 1788, Lieutenant Ball arrived 
from Norfolk Ifland, after landing Lieutenant King, his 
coleny, ftores, and provifions, with fome difficulty, on ac- 
count of the want of a convenient landing-place. 

Every thing faid by its difcoverer Captain Gook, with 
tegard to the beauty and romantic fituation of this enchant. 
ing ifland, we found to be true. The defcriptions of Ti- - 
nian and Juan Fernandes in Lord Anfon’s voyage, are en- 
tirely applicable to this delightful little fpot. ‘ If I were 
difpofed to turn hermit,”’ faid one who landed on it after 
his return to England, ‘*I do not knoW a place to which I 
fhould have been fo much difpofed to retire as to Norfolk 
Ifland before it was made a den of thieves.” 

Soon after this the firft criminal court was held, which 
it was found neceffary to hold in the new fettlement. Ar 
this court fix conviéts received fentence of death fer pur- 
fuing their old trade; three of them without even the pof- 
fibility of a temptation to commit the crimes of which they 
were now convidted—fo inveterate were their habits of dii- 
honefty ! One, who appeared to be at the head of the gang, 
was executed immediately ; another, feemingly lefs culpable 
than the reft, was pardoned ; and the other four were ba- 
nifhed to a {mall ifland where they were allowed only bread 
and water. 

In the month of May, eight or ten acres were fown with 
wheat and barley, befide what had been fown by the offi- 
cers and individuals on their own account. 

On the 6th of this month the Lady Penrhyn, Capt. Se- 
ver, the Charlotte, Capt. Gilbert, and the Scarborough, 
Capt. Marshall, left Port-Jackfon, and proceeded on their 
yoyage to China; and about the fame time the Supply, 
Lieut. Ball, failed for Lord Howe’s Ifland, (which had been 
difcovered by the fame fhip in her voyage to Norfolk Ifland) 
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in hopes of procuring fome turtle to check the progrefs of 
the fcurvy, with which the people were ftill fo much affeé- 
ed, that near two hundred men were incapable: of work. 

On the 25th the Supply returned irom Lord Howe’s 
Ifland, unfor tunately without a fingle turtle; from which 
we concluded that thofe animals refort there “only in fum- 
mcr, many being feen when the ifland was difcovered in 
Pebruary. 

In this month three of the conviés were ii illed by the 
natives, and one much woundedinthe back. There were 
reafons to fuppofe that the.former were the agp reflors. 

About the beginning of June the fettlement fulered a 
great lofs. ‘Iwo bulls and four cows ftrayed, being negleét- 
ed by the man who attended them, and were never {een af- 
sty d. 

In June two more of the conviéts were tried and exe- 
cuted. 

By the furgeon’s return on the 30th of this month, 1 
appeared, that one marine, one woman, and one of the 
children died on the voyage ; that three marines and two 
children had died fince we la: nded ; ; and that thirty marines 
and fix women and children were then on the fick lift ; alfo, 
that thirty-fix male, and four female convicts, and five chil- 
dren died on the paflage : ; twenty male, eight female, and 
eight children had died fince we landed ; and that fixty-fir 
were then under medical treatment. 

In the month of June the firft at of unprovoked depre- 
dation was committed by the natives. While our people 
were fifhing, they came down to the place in a confiderable 
body, moft of them with their {pears poifed, ready to throw 
if our people had made any refiftance, and ftood in this 
pofture, while others feized and carried off the greatelt part 
ofthe fifh. The governor fuppofes they were driven to this 
by neceffity, as provifions of all kinds, and particularly fith, 
which makes a principal part of their food, are very {carce 
in the winter-feafon. 

In July the governor made another expedition to examine 
the country between Port-Jackfon and Broken-Bay, and 
found the landin general ood, and fit for cultivation. In 


this excurfion we had interviews with many of the — 
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which all ended peaceably: but we had freth inftances of 
their diftrefs for food, and of their fhynefs and diflike to 
their new neighbours. 

On the 2d of October the Sirius failed for the Cape of 
Good Hope to purchafe grain for feed, flour, and other ne- 
ceffaries. At this time the officers had all feparate houfes, 
and the whole detachment was comfortably lodged. 

A town is intended to be built at Sidney-Cove, the prin- 
cipal ftreet of which will be 200 fect wide. Materials for 
building are plentiful, except lime, and good of their kind; 
but no fubftitute for lime has yet been found, 

The climate of this cove is confidered as equal to the 
fineft in Europe. The rains are never of long duration; 
and there are feldom any fogs. The foil, though generally 
light, and rather fandy, is full as good as is ufually found 
fo near the fea-coaft. All the plants and fruit-trees which 
were brought undamaged from Brafil and the Cape thrive 
exceedingiy; and vegetables, when the laft accounts came 
away, were become plentiful. There were fine melons and 
cauliflowers ia the governor’s garden ; orange-trees flourifh, 
and the fig-trees and vines improve {till more rapidly. 
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TEMPERANCE and REGULARITY. 


iG you wifh to be wife, to be ufeful, or to be happy, to 
preferve your health, your regulation, or the ‘powers of 
your mind, regard the obfervations and advice of the follow- 
ing eminent Poets, Phyficians, Philofophers, Patriots, and 
Sacred Writers. 


Sentiments of the Ancients. 
} 


Homer : 
Soon in the lufcious feaft themfelves they loft, 
And drank oblivion of their native coat. 
Inftant her circling wand the goddefs waves, 
To hogs transforms them, and the ily receives. Popes 


Pythagoras : Drunkennefs is the ftudy of madnefs. 
Choofe the beft kind of life, and cultom will foon make it 


agrecable. . 
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Zeno: Awife man will drink wine, but will not fuffer 
himfelf to be intoxicated by it. 

Hippocrates ; fa man eat little and drink little; he brings 
no diforder upon himfelf. 

It is very injurious to health to load the body with more 
food. than it is able to bear, and ufe no exercife to carry of 
this excefs. 

It is alfo prejudicial to {wallow a variety of heterogeneous 
food ; for the difcordant qualities of fuch diffimilar aliment 
create inteftine commotion, and are digefted, fome fooner, 
others later. 

Plato: On my arrival in Sicily, that life, vulgarly pro- 
nounced happy, which was a perpetual round of Italian and 
Syracufan luxury, was by no means agreeable to me—to 
eat to fatiety twice in one day—never to fleep alone.—This 
is a way of lifein which no perfon will ever become wife. 

Anacharfis ; This famous Scythian philofopher being afk- 
ed, how it was poffible a perfon might contraé& a diflike 
to wine, anfwered, by beholding the indecencies of the 
drunken. 

Socrates: Nature’s real wants are few; but the cravings 
of fancy are infinite. 

Epicurus : Give me but bread and water, and I will dif- 
pute the point of felicity with Jupiter himfelf. 

Cicero: ‘Temperance is the fource of great peace and tran- 
quility to men, for it brings their defires and averfions under 
the laws of reafon. 

Seneca : Inebriety is nothing elfe than a voluntary infa- 
nity. 


Directions of the Sacred Writers. 


Mofes : If the parents fhall fay to the elders of the city, 
this our fon is ftubborn and rebellious ; he isa glutton and 
a drunkard : all the men of the city fhall ftone him with 
fiones that he die. 

Solomon: When thou fitteft to eat with a ruler, confider 
diligently what is before thee ; and put a knife to thy throat, 
if thou be a man of appetite. Be not defirows of his dain- 
ties, for they are deceitful meats. 

Be not amongft wine-bibbers, amongft riotous eaters of 
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' fieth.; .for the deunkagsi inne, the plottas fhall come to po- 
vert i 

He that is a ‘companion of riotous men fhameth his father. 

The earth cannot beara fool, when he is full of meat. 

Whi hath woe, wha hath forrow,) who hath contentions, 
who hath babblings, who hath wounds without. caufe, who 
hath ‘rednefs of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine, 
they that go to feek mixed wine. 

.Loek not on the wine when it is red, when it giveth its 
colour inthe cup, when it moveth itfelf aright : Atthe laft 
it biteth like a ferpent, and ftingeth like an adder : thine 
eyes fhall behold ftrange women, and thy heart fhall utter 
perverfe things. : 

Jfaiad : Wov'unto them. that rife up early in the morn- 
ing that they may follow ftrong drink, that continue un- 
tild: night, “till wine inflame them, Wo unto them that 
are mighty to drink wine, and men of ftrength to mingle 
{trong ‘drink. | 

Son of Sirach: By furfeitiag many have pe erifhed, but he 
that — heed prolongeth his life. t 

> df the evil fervant fhall fay in his heart, my lord 
delapeth. his coming, and fhall begin to {mite his fellow 
fervants, and to eatand dvink with the drunken: the lord 
of that fervant fhall come ia a day when he looketh not for 
him, and in an hour when he is not aware of, and fhall .cut 
him afunder, and appoint him his portion with hypocrites) 
there fhall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth. 

Take heed to yourfeives, leit at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with furfeiting and drunkennefs, and fo that 
day come upon you unawares. 

Paul: Let us wail: honeftly as in the day, not in rioting 
and drunkennefs, not in chambering and wantonnefs, but’ 
put ye on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and make not provifion 
tor the fleth to fulfil the lufts thereof. 

Whole end is deftruction, whofe God is their belly, whofe 
glory is their fhame. 

I have written to you if any one that is called a bro- 
ther, be a drunkard, with fuch an one not to keep compa- 

wy, nor to eat with him. 

Drunkennefs, revellings, and fuch like, of which I tell 
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you, as I have often told you intime. paft, that they who: 
do fuch things fhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 


Obfervations of the Modern Philofephers, 


Cornaro: Of all parts of a feaft, that which one leaves 
does one the moft good. ) 

_ O wretched and unhappy Italy ! cannot you fee that in 
temperance murders every year more of your fubjecis, than 
you could loofe by the moft cruel plague, or by fire and 
fword in many batiles ? Thofe trucly fhameful ofeatts, now: 
fo much in fafhion, and fo intolerably profufe, that no ta- 
bles are large enough to hold the difhes, which render it 
neceffary to heap them one upon another ; thofe feafts, I 
fay, are fo many battles; and how is it poffible to. liveia- 
mongft fuch a multitude of jarring foods and diforders ? Put 
a ftop tothis abufe for God’s fake, for there is not, I am 
certain of it, a vice more abominable than this in the eyes.of 
the Divine majefty, nor more pernicious to yourfelves. ~ 

Sir William Temple ; O temperance, thou virtue without 
pride, and fortune withoutenvy. That giveft indolence of 
body and tranquility of mind. The beft guardian of ycuth, 
and fupport of old age. ‘The precept of reafon as well as 
religion, and phyfician of the foul as well as of the body. 
The tutelar goddefs of health, and univerfal medicine of 
life. Thatclears the head, and cleanfes the blood. That 
eafes the ftomach, and purges the bowels. ‘That ftrength- 
ens the ncrves, enlightens the eyes, and comforts the heart ; 
#n a word, that fecures and perieéts digeftion, and thereby 
avoids the fumes and winds, to which we owe the cholic and 
fpleen, thofe crudities and fharp humours that feed the 
feurvy and gout, and thofe flimy dregs, of which the gravel 
and ftone are formed within us—difeafes to which mankind 
is expofcd rather by the vicioufnefs than by the frailty of our 
mature ; and by which we often condemn ourfelves to great- 
er torments and miferies of life, than have perhaps been yet 
anvented by anger or revenge, or inflicted by the greateft 
tyrants upon the worft of men. 

Addifon: It is faid of Diogenes, that meeting a young 
man who was going to a feaft, he took him up in the ftreet 
‘and carried him home to his friends, as eve whe was run- 

ning 
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ning into imminent danger, had not he prevented him.— 
What would that philofopher have faid, had he been pre- 
fent atthe gluttony of a modern meal ? Would not he have 
thought the maiter of a family mad, and have begged his 
fervants to tie down his hands, had he feen him devour 
fowl, fifth, and fleth ; fwallow oil, and vinegar, wines, and 
{pices ; throw down fallads of twenty different herbs, fiuces 
of an hundred ingredients, confections and fruits of num- 
berlefs {weets and flavours ? What unnatural motions and 
counter ferments mutt fuch a medley of intemperance pre- 
duce in the body ! For my part, when I behold a fafhion- 
able table fet out in all its magnificence, I fancy that I fee 
gouts and dropfies, fevers and lethargies, with other innu- 
merable diftempers lying in ambufcade among the difhes. 

Hoffman : Intemperance may be properly termed the ex- 
ecutioner of mankind (generis humani carnifex. ) 

Dr. Cadogan : However common it may be for men, 
that fuffer, to complain of the evils of life, as the unavoid- 
able lot of humanity ; would they ftop but for a moment to 
confider themin the light of reafon and philofophy, they 
would find little or no foundation for them in nature; but 
that every man was the real author of all or moitt of his owa 
miferies. Whatever doubts may be entertained of moral 
evils, the natural, for the moft part, fuch as bodily infirmi- 
wy, ficknefs, and pain; all thatclafs of complaints which 
the learned call chronic difeafes, we moft undoubtedly bring 
upon ourfelves by our indulgencies, 

Dr. Price: 1 have reprefented particularly, the great 
difference between the probabilities of human lifein towns 
and country parifhes; and from the facts I have recited, 
it appears, that the further we go from the artificial and 
irregular modes of living in great towns, the fewer of man- 
kind die in the firft ftages of life, and the more in its laft 
ftages. The lower animals, except fuch as have been ta- 
ken under human management, feem in general to enjoy 
the full period of exiftence allotted to them, and to die 
chiefly of old age: And were any obfervations to be made 
among favages, perhaps the fame would be found to be 
true of them. Death is an evil to which the order of pro- 
vidence has fubjected every inhabitant of this earth; but 
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to man it has been rendered unfpeakably more an evil than 
it was defigned to be. . The greateft part of that black ca- 
talogue of difeafes which ravage human life, is the offspring 
of the tendernefs, the luxury, and the corruptions introdu- 
ced by the vices and falfe refinements of civil fociety. That 
delicacy which is injured by every breath of air, and that 


‘rottennels of conftitution which is the effect of intempe- 


rance and debauchery, were never intended by the Author 
of nature; and it is impoflible that they fhould not lay the 
foundation of numberlefs fufferings, and terminate in pre- 
mature and miferable deaths. Let us then value more the 


fimplicity and innocence of a life agreeable to nature; and 


Jearn to confider nothing as favagenefs but malevolence, ig- 
norance, and wickednefs. The order of nature is wife and 
kind. Ina conformity to it confift health and long life, 
grace, honour, virtue, and joy. But nature turned out of 
its way will always punifh. ¢ The wicked fhail not live 
out half their days.’ Criminal exceffes embitter and cut 
fhort our prefent exiftence ; and the higheft authority has 
taught us to expect, that they will not only kill the body, 
but the foul. BB Se 

Dr. Franklin. On my entrance into the printing-oflice of 
Watts, near Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, I worked at firft as a 
preffman, conceiving that | had need of bodily exercife, to 
which I had been accuftomed in America, where the print. 
ers work alternately as compofitors and at the prefs. [I 
drank nothing but water. The other workmen, to the 
number of about fifty, were great drinkers of beer. I car- 
ried occafionally a large form of letters in each hand up 
and down ftairs, while the reft employed both hands to car- 
ry one: They were furprifed to fee by this and many other 
examples, that the *‘ American aquatic,’ as they ufed to call 
me, was ftronger than thofe who drank porter. ‘ The beer- 
boy had fufficient employment during the whole day in 
ferving that houfe alone. My fellow-preflman drank every 
day a pint of beer before breakfaft, a pint with bread and 
cheefe for breakfaft, one between breakfaft and dinner, one 
at dinner, one again about fix o’clock in the afternoon, and 
another after he had finifhed his day’s work. This cuftom 
pike an alms Mea vn appeared 
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appeared to mc abominable; but he had need, he faid, of 
all this beer, in order to acquire f{trength to work. 

I endeavoured to convince him, that the bodily ftrength 
furnifhed by the beer, could only be in proportion to the 
folid part of the barley diffolved in the water of which the 
beer was compofed ; that there was a larger portion of flour 
in a penny loaf, and that confequently if he eat this loaf, 
and drank a pint of water with it, he would derive more 
ftrength from it than from a pint of beer. This rcafoning, 
however, did not prevent him from drinking his accuftom- 
ed quantity of beer, and paying every Saturday night a 
{core of four or five fhillings a-week for this curfed beve- 
rage ; an expence from which I was wholly exempt. Thus 
do thefe poor devils continue all their lives in a ftate of vo- 
luntary wretchednefs and poverty, 
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Singular powers of Serpents. 


TNR. Wituiiams, in his Natural Hiftory of Vermont, has 
mentioned fomething concerning the rattle and black 
fnakes charming birds, yet does not reduce the matter to 
abfolute certainty. lf you think the fo!lowing account on 
the fubje& any way interefting, it is at your fervice. 
Wuen I was a lad, in ranging the fields for birds eggs, 

[ heard athrufh making her ufual noife of diftrefs, and 
fuppofed fome boy was taking its neit or young: Approach- 
ing towards her noife, I difcovered her circling the air wot 
many feet from the ground, fhewing every fign of diftrefs. 
Having viewed her fome minutes, being unable to account 
for the phenomena, | at length diicovered the largeft black 
fnake which I had ever feen, lying {tretched out under the 
centre of the bird’s motion: Being ftruck with horror at 
the fight, I ran off, and believe the {nake did not fee me. 
My father, hearing the circumftance on my return home, 
told me the {nake was charming the bird. Some years af- 
terward, when nearly arrived to the age of manhood, walk- 
ing in a field in Conneticut, near a {mall grove of walnut 
.o Ss trecs, 
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trees, I faw a {parrow circling the air juft in the margin of 
the wood, and making dreadful moans of diftrefs. Imme- 
diately the former circumftance occurred, and I approach- 
ed with caution within twenty feet of a black fnake, about 
feven feet long, having a white throat, and of the kind 
which the people there cali runners, or choaking f{nakes *. 
The {nake lay ftretched out in a fill pohare; I viewed him 
and the bird mear half an hour. The bird in every turn in 
its flight defcended nearer the objet of its terror, until it 
approached the mouth of the ferpent. The fnake, by a 
quick motion of its head, feized the bird by the feathers, 
and plucked out feveral. ‘The bird flew off a few teet, but 
quickly returned. The fnake continued to pluck the fea- 
thers at every flight of the bird, until it conld no Icnger 
fly: The bird would then bop up tothe fnake and from 
him, until it had not a feather left, except his wings and 
onitshead. The fnake now kilied it by breaking its neck, 
by an amazing fudden motion; he did not devour it, but 
caft it a little off, and continued his ftation. Now the tra- 
gedy was again to be repeated ; for another bird of the fame 
kind, who had fhewn figns of diftreis during the firft tra- 
gedy, was fafcinated to the jaws of the monfter in the fame 
circling manner as the former, and fuffered the lofs of fome 
feathers. I could no longer ftand neuter. With indigna- 
tion I attacked the hated reptile, but he efcaped me. The 
living bird was liberated from his fangs. The dead one I 
picked up and fthewed to my friends, deftitute of feathers 
as before mentioned.. 


Tuese curious obfervations are from. a gentleman of di- 
flinguifhed abilities; and bear every mark of truth and ac- 
curacy that ever can attend oblfervations of this kind; nor 
have we ever heard of any more complete and decifive. As 
this part of natural hiftory has been involved in much un- 


* [tes fard that this kind of fnake will entwine himfelf round the body 
or neck of a perfon, and choke him: It may be a vulgar error: This, 
however, 1s certain, they wil often purfue a perfon who runs from them, 
I have heard that they frequently charmed /quirrels- and fome other ant- 
mals, and in fome inflances the human fpectes: An inflance or two which 
happened to boys, will perhaps before long be prefented, wr't the proper 
vouchers. : 
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certainty and doubr, the Editor will be much obliged to 
any perfoh! who will communicate to him fimilar obferva- 
tions‘or remarks. In the mean time we fhall fubjoin one 
or two accounts of the fame nature 

The Hon. Paul Dudley of Reshuys Maffachufetts, Fel- 
low: of the ‘Royal Socieiy of Loudon, and chief juftice of 
the fupreme: court in. Mufiechufetts, about the year 1721 
wrote thus to the Royal Society *, that he ** would not pre- 
tend ta antwer for the truth of every ftory he had heard of 
their charming or power of fafcination; yet- be was abun- 
dantly fatislicd from feveral witneffes, both Englifh and In- 
dian, that a rattlefnake wiil charm both {quirrels and birds 
from a.tree into hits mouth. Mr. Dudley was: told by one 
of undoubted probity, that as he was in the woods he ob~ 
ferved a {quirrel: in great dilrefs dancing from one bough’ 
to another, and making a lamentable noife, till at laft he 
camé¢ down the tree and ran behind a log; the perfon going 


to fee what was become of him, {pied a large {nake that had 


{wallowed him.. 

‘“ Mr.eDudley is the rather confirmed in this relationg 
becaufe his own brother, being in the woads, opened: one 
of thefe fnakes and found two {triped f{quirrels in his belly, 
and both of them head-foremoft. When they charm, they 
make a hoarfe noife with their mouths, and a foft rattle 
with their tails, having the eye at the fame time fixed on 


‘the prey.” 


We have another remarkable account from Italy by Dr. 
Sprengell + . At Milan he found a viper-catcher, who fel- 


dom was without fixty or more vipers alive, kept together 


in a back room open attop; he had them from all parts of 
italy, and fold them dead oralive acccrding to the ufes they 
were defigned for. Having one day got a temale viper, big 


-with young, we catched fome mice, and threw in one at a 


time; amongft all that number of vipers, which were up- 
wards of fixty, there was none of them in the lcaft con- 
cerned himfelf about the moufe, till the pregnant female 
viper and the moufe interchanged eyes; whereupon the 


moufe ftartled ; but the viper raiied her head, and turned 


* Lond. Phil. Tranf Ne. 976. p.292. + 1b. 976. p. 296: 
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her neck into a perfect bow, the mouth open, the tongte 
playing, the eyes all on fire, and the tail ere&: The moufe 
feemed fcon recovered of his fright, would take a turn or 
two, and fometimes more, pretty brifkly round the viper, 
and giving at times a fqueak, would run with a great deal 
of fwiftnefs into the chops of the viper, where it gradually 
funk down the gullet. All this while the viper never ftirred 
out of her'place, but lay in a ring.” 

It is to be obferved, that no viper will feed when con- 
fined, except a pregnant female viper. ‘The Doétor faw 
the fame thing at Bruffels, where a foldier had catched a 
large viper big with young. ? 

Beverly, in his Hiftory of Virginia, edit. 2. p. 260. Lond. 
1722, 8vo, obferves, that. “ all forts of {nakes will charm 
both birds and f{quirrels, and the Indians pretend to charm 
them. ‘Several perfons have feen {quirrels run down a tree 
dite€tly into a.fnake’s mouth : They have likewife feen birds 
fluttering up and down, and chattering at thefe fnakes, till 
at laft they have dropped down before them.” 

In the year 1748, M. Kalem profeffor of ceconamy in the 
vniverficy of Abo, in Sweden, was fent into North-Ame- 
rica, for the particular purpofe of making obfervations on 
tiré ‘natural hiftory of the country. During his ftay in 
New-York he paid particular attention to this fubject,. of 


which he gives the following account :—* Moft of the 


people in this country afcribed to this fnake a power of 
fafcinating birds and fquirreis, as I have defcribed in feve- 
ral. parts of my journal. | When the fnake lies under a tree, 
and has fixed his eyes on a bird or fquirrel above, it obliges 
them to come down and to go direétly into its mouth. I 
- ¢amnot account for this, for I never faw it done. However, 
J have a lift of more than twenty perfons, among which 
ave fome of the mott creditable people, who have all una- 
Himoufly, though living far diftant from each other, affert- 
ed the fame thing. They aflured me, upon their honour, 
that they have feen, at feveral times, thefe black fnakes faf- 
cinating fquirrels and birds which fat on the tops of trees, 
the fnake lying at the foot of the tree, with its eyes fixed 
upon the bird or {quirrel which fits above it, and utters a 
doleful note; from which it is eafy to conclude with cers 
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tainty that it is about to be fafcinated, though you cannot 
fee it. The bird, or fquirrel, runs up and down along the 
tree continuing its plaintive fong, and always comes nearer 
the {nake, whofe cyes are unalterably fixed upon it. It 
fhould feem as if thefe poor creatures endeavoured to efcape 
the fnake, by hopping or running up the tree, but there 
appears to be a power which with-holds them: they are 
forced downwards, and each time that they turn back they 
approach the nearer their enemy, till they are at laft forced 
to leap into its mouth, which ftands wide open for that pur- 
pofe. Numbers of f{quirrels and birds are continually run- 
ning and hopping fearlefs in the woods on the ground, 
where the {nakes lie in wait for them, and can eatily give 
thefe poor creatures a mortal bite. Therefore it feems that 
this fafcination might be thus interpreted, that the creature 
has firft got a mortal wound from the fnake, which is fure 
of its bite, and lies quict, being affured that the wounded 
creature has been poifoned with the bite, or at Icaft feels 
pain from the violence of the bite, and that it will at lat 
be obliged to come down into its. mouth. The plaintive 
note is perhaps occafioned by the acutenefs of the pam which 
the wound gives the creature: But to this it may be ob- 
jected, that the bite of the black fnake is not poifonous, It 
may further be objected, that if the fnake could come near 
enough to a bird or fquirrel to give ita mortal bite, it might 
as ealily keep hold of it, or, as it fometimes does with poul- 
try, twilt round and ftrangle or flifle it. But the chief ob- 
jeGtion which lies aga:nit this interpretation is the follow- 
ing account, which I received from the moft creditable 
people, who have affured me of it. The {quirrel being up- 
on the point of running into the fnake’s mouth, the {peéta- 
tors have not been able to let it come to that pitch, but 
killed the fnake ; and, as foon as it had got a mortal blow, 
the {quirrel or bird deftined for deftrution few away, and 
left off their mournful note, as if they had broke loofe from 
anet. Some fay, that if they only touched the {nake, fo as 
to draw off its attention from the {quirrel, it went off quick. 
ly, not ftopping till it had got to a great diftance. Why 
do the fquirrels or birds go away fo fuddenly, and why no 
fooner? H they had been poifoned or bitten by the {nake 
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before, fo as not to be able to get from the tree, and to be 
forced to approach the {nake always more and more, they 
could not, however, get new ftrength by the f{nake being 
killed or diverted ; therefore it feems that they are only in- 
chanted, whilft the fnake has its eyes fixed on them. How- 
ever, this looks odd and unaccountable, though many of 
the worthieft and moft reputable people have related it, and 
though it is fo univerfally believed here, that to doubt tt 
would be to expofe one’s ielf to general laughter.” 
Some account of the imprifonment of Fohn Bunyan, Minifter 
of the Gofpe! at Bedford, in Nov. 1660. 
Oun Bunyan is the author of a book well known, called 
the Pilgrim’s Progreis, an illuftration by allegory of that 
fet of religious ‘principles, which, a very few particulars éx- 
cepted, is contained in the thirty-nine articles of the Church 
of England. John was a tinker, and had been extremely 
profligate in his youth, but accidentally falling in company 
with fome poor but religious people, he became a zealous 
non-conformift, and at length a celebrated preacher. His 
book has been frequently the witling’s jeft, who neither 
knew nor cared whether the principles upon which it was 
written were falfe or true; and it is always decried by thofe 
who fuppofe the principles to be falfe, as eftablifhing fana- 
ticifm upon the ruins of rational religion, The late cele- 
brated Mr. James Fofter ufed to fay, that not one of the 
chara@ers in the Pilgrim’s Progrefs talked common fenfe 
but Ignoraneé, whom the author has conducted the back 
way to hell. Asa work of imagination, however, illuftrat- 
mg a particular fet of religious principles, the Pilgrim’s 
Progrefs is certainly a work of original and uncommon ge- 
nius; and though the allegory is frequently broken by a 
mixture of literal dnd metaphorical fenfe *, yet curiofity’ is 
* The auihor reprefents his pilerim as falling into a flough, called the 
Slough of D eth "4 at his filing oul, which 2s a sa Sesblem of the 
derrors that frequently follow what our divines have called the firft convtce 


trons of fin; but when, continuing his figure, he 23 accounting for the 


badnels of the ground 2 this place, he fays, that the fears, doubts, and 


“difcouraging epprehenfions whieh 127/ in the finner’s foul when firf a- 


wakened, gel torether and fettle there. 
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forcibly raifed and conftantly gratified ; the mind is ardent- 
ly and tenderly interefted for the hero; his dangers produce 
furprife and terror, and his efcapes admiration and j joy. E- 
very reader is indeed the very pilgrim whofe progrefs is ex- 
hibited, and therefore neceffarily refers his dangers and de. 
liverances to himfelf; is alarmed by the fame fears, and a- 
nimated by the fame hopes; he feels himfelf urged to fice 
from the wrath to come, and is directed in the courfe he is 


to run; the arts of various characters who would feduce 


him from it are detected, and he is fhewn to be fuperior to 
any force that may affail him in it. It is, perhaps, one of 
the moft powerful addrefles to the patfions of youth in fa- 
vour of religion in the world; and beft adapted to awake 
in the moft gay and thoughtlefs part of life an attention to 
futurity, sal an awful fenfe that eternal life and death are 
fet before us. In a word, it contains a moft-excellent epi- 
tome and illuftration of Calvinittic divinity, under an alle- 


gory highly entertaining and affecting. It inculcates reli- 


gion, at the fame time that it imprefies a lively fenfe of its 


- importance ; it at once fhews the ground and the gaol, and 
ftrongly ftimulates to run the race. 


Bunyan begins his allegory by faying, that as he walked 
through the wildernefs of this world he lighted on a certain 
place ‘where was a dep, and laid him down in that place to 
fleep; by this den he means the prifon to which he was 
camel for holding an unlawful aflembly, called a con- 
venticle, of which he gives the following account: 

He was defired by fome friends to come and preach at 
Samfell, by Harlington, in Bedfordfhire, on the 12th of 
November, 1660; but Mr. Francis Wingate, a ncighbour- 
ing magiftrate, hearing of it, iflued his warrant to take him 
up, and ordered a firong watch about the houfe where the 
aifembly was to be held. "When John came tothe houie he 
was told what had been done by the juftice, and it was pro- 

pofed that he fhould depart quietly without preaching, but 
35 would not confent, confidering it as meritorious to ftay 
and be fent to jail. He therefore began the meeting, and 
the conftable, before he had advanced far in the firlt pray- 
er, came in with his warrant and took him into cuftody. 
He was fuffered, however, to make a fhort ipeech to his 
congrer 
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congregation, in which he exhorted them not to be dif ' 


couraged, but to continue their meetings in f{pite of perfe- 
cution ; and then he was led away. 

The next day he was carried before the magiftrate, who 
told him he would difmifs bim if he would promife not to 
repeat his fault, by holding fuch affemblies as he knew the 
law would not allow; but John, fuppofing himfelf called ta 
preach the gofpel by a gift from God, would make no fuch 
promile, and was therefore fent to prifon. | ; 

While his mittimus was writing, there came in one Dr. 
Lindale, whom John calls an old enemy to the truth, and 
reproached him for meddling with that for which he could 
fhew no warrant, and defied him to prove it lawful for him to 
preach. John anfwered out of Peter, ‘‘ As every man hath 
received the gift, even fo let him minifter the fame.” Aye, 
faid Lindale, but to whom is that fpoken? Why, faid John, 
to every man that hath received a gift of God: To which 
Lindale replied, that he had indeed read of one Alexander, 
@ copper{mih, who greatly oppofed and difturbed the a- 
poltles. This being a fevere ftroke upon John, who was 2 
tinker, he faid, that he had alfo read of certain:priefts and 
pharifees who had their hands ip the blood of our Lord Jee 
fus. Aye, faid Lindale, and you are one of thefe pharifees ; 
for you, with a pretence, make long prayers to devour wi- 
dows houfes. Nay, faid John, if you had got no more by 
preaching and praying than I have done, you would not be 
fo rich as you are. nd 
By this time the mittimus was made out, but the juftice 
feems to have been very unwilling that John fhould go to 
prifon. A gentleman of Bedford ufed many arguments to 
perfuade him to promife that he would no more bring toge- 
ther illegal affemblies, in order to his being difcharged, but 
without fuccefs. Then they contrived to leave him; and 
the juitice’s fervants came to him and told him, he ftood 
too much upon a nicety, and that their mafter was willing 
to let him go if he would but fay he would not call the people 
together. Upon this John made a very good diltin¢tion ; 
he faid, there were more ways than one in which a man 
might be faid to call the people together; as, for inftance, 
if a man fhould get up on the market-place, and there read 
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a book, though he do not fay to the people, Sirs, come hi- 
ther, and hear; yet if they come, becaufe he reads, he, by 
his very reading may be faid to call them togethér ; becaufe 
they would not have been there to hear, if he had not been 
there to read; and, fays John, feeing this may be termed 
a calling the people together, I dare not fay I will not call 
them together ; for by the fame argument my preaching 
may be faid to call the people together. 

The juftice therefore was obliged by his office to commit 
him. 

John fays, that God comforted him very much in prifon; 
and after about feven wecks he was brought before the juf- 
tices at the quarter -feflions, and indicted ¢ for devilifhly and 
pernicioufly abftaining from coming to ciurch to hear divine 
fervice, and for being acommon upholder of feveral un- 
law!ul meetings and conventicles, to the great difturbance 
and diftraction of the good fubjeéts of the kingdom, and 
againft the laws of the king.’ 

When John was called upon to anfwer this charge, he 
faid, ‘ that as to the firit part he was a common frequenter 
of the church of God, and a member ef thofe people over 
whoin.Chrift was the head.’ 

Buc Juitice Keeling, who was judge of the court, perceiv- 
ing his evafion, afked him, if he came to the parifh church? 
‘No,’ faid John; ‘ Why not? faid Keeling, ‘ Becaufe,’ 
faid John, ‘! do not find it commanded in the word of 
God.’ Why,’ faid Keeling, ‘ we are commanded to pray: 
© Yes,’ faid John, ‘ but not by the Common Prayer-book ; 
for the apoftle fays, I will pray with the f{pirit with under- 
ftanding ;’ to this Keeling well replied, ‘that we might 
pray with the fpirit with underftanding, and with the Com- 
mon Prayer-book alfo.’? This reply well fuftained, would 
effectually have filenced John; but not being held to the 
queftion, he feemed to carry it again{t them by deviating 
into general propofitions which they could not deny. 

He faid, ‘that the prayers in the Common Prayer-book 


‘were made by other men, and not by the motions of the 


Holy Ghoft within our hearts ? To this Keeling might have 
replied, ‘that with refpect to John’s audience, the prayer 


that he uttered was a prayer made by another man, and 
ey not 
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not by the motions of the Holy Ghoft within their hearts 
and that it was as reafonable to fuppofe that the prayers in 
the liturgyewere made by the motions of the Holy Ghoft 
within the heart of the comma as that the extempore 
prayer of non-conformift teachers was made by the motions 
of the Holy Ghoft in the heart of the foeaker.’ But Keel- 
ing making no reply, another of the juftices afked John, 
© Whether he thought praying was faying a few words over 
before or among a ‘number of people >? This filly queftion 
gave John an opportunity to triumph: ‘ No,’ faid he, * pray- 
er is not faying certain words before a company of people ; 
for men may have elegant or excellent words and not pray 
at all: But when a man prays, he does, through a fenfe of 
thofe things which he wants, which ‘fenfe is begotten by the 


Spirit, pour out his heart before God, through Chrift, tho” 


his words be not fo many and fo excellent aS others.” 

Againit this the juftices had nothing to fay, and therefore 
acknowledged it to be true. 

Keeling, however, returned to the charge, though one 
opportunity of victory was loft; and he told John, ‘ that 
it was lawful to pray by a form, becaufe Chrift taught a 
form to his difciples, and by the fame act alfo approved a 
form that had been taught ey the Baptift to his difciples ; 
for when he prefcribed to them what we cali the Lord’s 
Prayer, he did it in confequence of this requett, Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John alfo taught his difciples.’ 

To this John replied, ‘that though it be an eafy thing to 
fay our Father with the mouth, yet there were few that in 
the fpirit could call God their Father, as having experience 

that they were begotten by the Spirit of God.’ 

This Reeling acknowledged to he true, but did not de- 
tect John in eluding the queition : He fhould have obferved, 
that if it be allowed that the words of any form may be fo 
ufed as to exprefs the fpirit of prayer, which John allowed 
in the words our Father, thena form, as fuch, does not ne- 
cefiarily preclude prayer with the f{pirit; and though it be 


true that the Commun-prayer may, like the Lord’s Prayer, - 


be pronounced without praying, John could not have 


thewna that, allowing it poffible to pray by the words of - ot 
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Lord’s Prayer, it is impoflible to pray by the words of an- 
other form. 

John’s argument certainly proved too much, for it prov- 
ed, that every man fhouid pray in fuch terms as were fug- 
gefted by his own mind, and that no man could pray by 
appropriating the words of another; whence it would fol- 
low, that when an unpremeditated. prayer was uttered in 

ublic, none could pray but the fpeaker, and that therefore 
there could be no fuch thing as public prayer by one voice. 

The juftices, however, only atked John what objections 
he had to the Common-prayer, and: what authority he had 
to preach; and he anfwered, ‘ that his authority to preach 
was a gift; and that his objection to the Common-prayer 
was, that it was not:commanded in Scripture.’ 

After much altertation, John confefling his indi&tment 


received the following fentence: 


«© That he fhould be imprifoned for three months ; and 
“ that if he did not then fubmit to go to church, and, hear 
‘¢ divine fervice, and leave his preaching, he fhould be ba- 
6‘ nifhed the realm; and that if he fhould afterwards. be 


S$ found in it he fhould fuffer death.” 


When ‘the three months of his imprifonment were nearly 
expired, the clerk of the peace, whofe name was Cobb, was 


fent by the juftices to admoaifh him to fubmit to the: laws of 


his country. 

John faid, he was ready to fubmit to the king as fupreme, 
and to all thofe that were put in authority under him. 

‘ Well then,’ faid Cobb, ‘ the king commands you that 
you fhould not have any private meetings; becaufe it is a- 
gainft his law, and, therefore, you fhould not have any.’ 

To this John replied, ‘ That Paul owned the powers that 
were inhis day to be of God, and yet he was often in pri- 
fon under them; and, fays John, there are two ways of 


_ fubmitting tothe law, onets todo that which the law en- 


joins, if itbe not contrary to what in con{cience I think to 


_ be right; and the other, patiently to fuffer the punifhment 


which it infliéts upon iny refufing to do what I think in my 
con{cience to be wrong.’ 

To this Mr, Cobb had nothing to fav, and Iohn conti- 
Rued in prifon. 
But 
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But juft at the time when he was to have conformed, or 
fuffered banifhment, the king was crowned, upon which 
occafion there was a releafement of prifoners ; but John be- 
ing a conviét, could not avail himfelf of this advantage 
without fuing out a pardon, athing of courfe, and he hada 
year todoitin. — 

Having, therefore, continucd in prifon from April to Au- 
guft 1661, when the fummer affizes were held, he prefent- 
ed a petition by his wife to Judge Hales, who was on the 
circuit, that he might be heard. Upon this occafion he 
bears his teftimony to the great and good character of that 
moft amiable and upright man, who treated the poor wo- 
man with great tendernefs, and inftructed her how to pro- 
ceed, to the great mortification of his two affociates, Twif- 
don and Chelter, who appear to have been of a very differ- 
ént difpofition. 

As tlie following dialogue .is characteriftic, and contains 
fome circumftances of John’s family, it is extracted from 
the book : ) 

Judge Hales, Judge Twifdon, and Bunyan’s wife. 

Twifdon—Will your hufband leave preaching ? If he 
will, fend for him. 

Woman—My Lord, he dares not leave preaching as long 


‘as he can fpeak. 


Twifdon—See here, what fhould we talk any more about 
fuch a fellow ? Muft he do what he lifts? He is a breaker 
of the peace. 

Woman—My Lord, he defires to live peaceably, and to 
follow his calling, that his family may be maintained. My 
Lord, I have four {mall children that cannot help themfelves, 
of which one is blind, and have nothing to live upon but 
the charity of good people. 

Hales—Haft thou four children ?—-Thouw art but a young 
woman to have four children. 

Woman—My Lord 1am but mother-in-law tothem, ha- 
ving not been marriedto him yet full two years. Indeed 
I was with child when my hufband was firft apprehended ; 
but being young, and unaccuftomed to fuch things, and dif- 
mayed at thencws, I fell into labour, and fo continued for 
eight days, and them was delivered, but my child died. 

Hales 
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Hales—Alas ! poor woman! 

Twifdon—you make poverty your cloak—(to Hales) My 
Lord, ,do not mind her, but fend her away. 

Hales—I am forry, woman, that I can do thee no good ; 
thou mutt do one of thefe three things 5, apply to the king, 7 
or fue out a pardon, or get a writof error ; but a writ of er- 
ror will be cheapett. , 

Wich this Hs, 3 fhe went away, and it does not appear 
that any fteps were taken for John’s legal difmiffion till the 
winter aflizes in 1662. His keeper, ‘however, fuffered him 
to gozat large, fo that John continued his preaching, and e- 
ven went to London, which being, difcovered, the jailor 
narrowly efcaped lofing his place, and being inditted.— 
The prifoner was then more ftiiétly confined, and was aifo 
hindered from applying for his releafe at the circuit. ‘How 
much longer he continued in prifon does not appear ; -but 
there are added to the account trom which thefe particulars 
are taken, which was printed froma MS. in Bunyan’ 30WR 
hand, fome prifon-meditations, by. Joha Bunyan, dated 

1665. es oe oes 


A remarkable inftance of the Infection of the Salles ; ; by 


‘Dr. Furin. 


A Young gentleman, ill of that fort of {mall-pox, called 
the coherent, or intermediate {[pecies between the dif- 
.tinét and confluent kind, on Wednefday the 3d of O@ober 
47722, being the oth day from the eruption, grew delirious 
in the night, and got out of bed in fpite of two nurfes that 
attended him ; and feizing one.of them by the neck between 
his bare arms, he preffed her Hocohcad againit his naked 
brealt, then pelatd with the {mail-pox, in the ftate of ma- 
turation, and held her for fome time in that potture: She 
was heated by {triving with him; and in fruggling to.get 
Joofe, fhe was fenfible, that the bruifed and »roke fome of 
the puftules with her forehead : This woman was about 40 
years of age, of aclear, florid, fanguine complexion : She 
told the Doctor fhe had had the fmall-pox, when about 7 
or 8 years of age, and had been pretty full of them, - though 
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there were no marks on her facé : On Friday morning the 
tmall-pox* began to appear: on her forehead, and increafed 
by degrees to between 50 and 60: She had likewife a few 
puftules on the back: part and fides of her neck, where the 
patient had ‘grafped her with his naked arms ; but had none, 
as fhe told the Doctor, on anyother part of her body: The 
lower part of her face was entirely clear from them, and 
thofe upow her forehead were’ moftly confined to the middle 
and moft prominent'part of it, that had been preffed againft 
the patient’s breaft : They ‘rofe gradually, and came to ma- 
turity, inthe fame manner as the fmall+pox of the milder 
coherent kind, with a great inflammation and fwelling of 
her forehead, and the adjoining part of her face ; ¢fpecially 


_ between the eye-brows, where a {mal} clufter of the puftules 


were feated ; infomuch, that onthe gth of Oétober her 
tight eye'was quite clofed up, and the left almoft in the 
fame condition : But all this time fhe had no fever, ficknefs, 
or other fymptom of’ the fmall-pox, befides this eruption, 
and the inflammation and pain that attended it; That night 
fhe caufed a blifter to be applied to her neck ; upon which 
fhe recovered the fight of her eye the next day, being the 
6th from the eruption, wherrthe puftules were turning and 
beginning to fcab: The fcabs agreed with thofe of the 
tnilder coherent fort in their appearance and duration. The 
Doctor faw her feveral times after this ; particularly on Mon- 
day the 42d of O€tober, which was the 18th day from the 
eruption of the puftules, when fhe had ftill fome {mall part 

of the ftabs remaining on her forehead. | 
In this inftance it is worthy remark. 1. That this wo- 
man, though fhe had had the fmall-pox before, was not- 
withftanding infeCted again by the immediate and clofe rf 
plication of the variolous matter to her fkin, when her body 
was heated with exercife : Which feems to prove, that fuch 
an application is more effectual to give the infection, than 
the-bare morbid effluvia arifing from the body of the pa- 
tient, and received into the found body by infpiration : For, 
that fhe received no infection by infpiration is plain, from 
the appearing of the {mall-pox upon thofe parts only, where 
there had been fuch an application and contact: From 
which it appears -very probable, thata perfon who has 7 
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Fo 


ready had the. {mall-pox, may. poflibly receive ic again 
in fome flight degree by inoculation ; that being” ftill a 
more clofe and-immediate application of the variolous mat- 
ter to the blood and juices ot the found perfon, than wher 
it is applied only by contact to the fkin, whole and un. 
wounded. ) ‘J 

2. That the infection communicated to this woman, not 
being univerfal, as appears from -her having no fever or fick- 
nefs, or general eruption of the puitules all over her body, 
but only onthe parts infected by immediate.contadt ;. no ar- 
gument can hence be drawa, for, a-perfon’s being liable to 
undergo the fmall-pox a fecond time, : fo as to have the ufu. 
al fymptoms of that difeafe, anda general eruption of the 
puftules ; but rather the contrary. si 853) Y 

3. That the time in which this infection thewed ittelf, by 
the appearance. of the, puftules, is very different from that 
obferved upon inoculation ; the firft appearing in about a 
day and a half; whereas in the latter cafe, the eruption ge- 
nerally fhews itfelf on the roth day, or not above aday 
fooner or later, as appears from the accurate and curious ob- 
fervations of Dr. Nettleton. Which difference is what ought 
in reafon to be expected ; fincein one cafe the infection 
went no farther than the parts affeGted by immediate con- 
ta&t; whereas, in the other it muft.be propagated: through 
the mafs of blood to all the parts of the body. 

InocuLATION for the {mall-pox was firft introdaced into 
America, in the year 1721. Inthe month of May that 
year, the {mall-pox was brought into the town of Bofton by 
a vefiel from foreign parts. In June it began to fpread 
pretty much ; and in July it became very general: and mor- 
tal. Aneminent clergyman of the town, Dr. Cotton Ma- 
ther, having read-in the Philofophical Tranfaétions, an ac- 
count of the method of inoculationiin Turkey, with the u- 
niverfal fuccefs that attended it, ventured to recommend 
the practice to fome of the phyficians of that town : One 
only, Dr. Boyl/ton, ventured to attempt it. He: inoculated 
his own child, and a negro fervant, with no other informa-_ 
tion than what he derived froma letter written by a phyfi- 
cian at Conftantinople, defcribing the practice among the 
' : vs Turks 
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Turks and Greeks. Both his patietirs did well: | This fuc- 
cefs encouraged others, in that town and Roxbury, to be- 
come his patients, [na few months about 300 were inocu- 
lated, of whom not more than 4 or's died ; the mortality 
among thofe who received it the natural way, being at that 
time greatly alarming : Of 5©00 that received it that way, 
goo died in the sores of the fummer. The popular prejudi- 


-ces were at firft violent and outrageous againft both the 


gentlemen who introduced it, but fuccefs gradually turned 


the popular humour in their favour. : 
The fame year, in the month of December, inoculation 


” was firft praétifed in Great-Britain, by Dr.- Nettleton.—— 


The uncommon and increafing fuccefs which has attended 
the practice of inoculation, has now removed the almoft infi- 
nite number of objections that were made to it at firft. It 
{till, however, wears a forbidding fcientific, afpe&, rather 
unfavourable to general practice ; and certainly very dif- 
ferent from what takes place in the Eaftern Country. For 
many centuries it has been confidered there, as attended 
with very little danger, or expence ; and as what the mo- 
ther of ‘a family could manage with great fafety tor her 
children. We fhall prefent to our readers an account of the 
practice in Bengal, which feems to have been the eftablith- 
ed cuftom from time jmmemarial. | 


Holwell's account of the Eaft-India Manner of Incculation. 


Tue inhabitants of Bengal, knowing the ufual time when 
the inoculating Bramins ufually return, obferve ftrictly the 
regimen enjoined, whether they determine to be inoculated 
or not ; this preparation confifts only in abftaining fora 
month from fifth, milk, and ghee, (a kind of butter made 
generally of buffalo’s milk) the prohibition of fith refpeés 
only the native Potuguefe and Mahomedans, who abound 
in every province of the empire. | 

When the Bramins begin to inoculate, they pafs from 
houfe to houfe and operate at the door, refufing toinocu- 
Jate any who have not, ona ftrid&tfcrutiny, duly obferved 
the preparatory courfe enjoined them. It is no uncommon 
thing for them to afk the parents, how many pocks they 
choale their children fhould have : Vanity, we fhould think, 
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urged a queftion on a matter feemingly fo uncertain in the 
iffue ; buttrue it is, that they hardly ever exceed, or are 
deficient in the number required. 

They inoculate indifferently on any part; but if left to 
their choice, they prefer the outfide of the arm, midway 
between the wrift and the elbow, for the males ; and the fame 
between the elbow and the fhoulder, for the females. Pre- 
vious to the operation, the operator takes a piece of cloth 
in his hand (which becomes his perquifice, if the family is 
opulent), and with it gives a dry friction upon the part in- 
tended for inoculation, for the {pace of eight or ten mi- 
nutes ; then witha {mall inftrument he wounds, by many 
flight touches, about the compafs of a filver groat, juft ma- 
king the {malleft appearance of blood ; then opening a linen 
double rag (which he always keeps in acloth round his 
wailt) takes from thence a fmall pledget of cotton charged 
with the variolous matter, which he moiftens with two or 
three drops of Ganges water, and applies it to the wound, 
fixing it on with a flight bandage, and ordering it to remain 
on for fix hours without being moved, then the band. 
age to be taken off, and the piedget to remain until it falls 
off itfelf ; fometimes, but rarely, he fqueczes a drop from 
the pledget, upon the part, betore he applies it ; from the 
time he begins the dry friction, to the tying the knot of the 
bandage, he never ceafes reciting fome portions of the 
wo:fhip appointed, by the Aughtorrah Bhade, to be 
paid to the female divinity * beforementioned, nor quits 
the moft folemn countenance all the while. The cotton 
which he preferves in a double callico rag, is fatunated with 
matter from the inoculated puftules of the preceding year, 
for they never inoculate with fresh matter, nor with matter 
from che difeafe caught in the natural way, however dii- 
tinct and mild the fpecies. He then proceeds to give in- 
ftructions for the treatment of the patient through the courfe 
of the procefs, which are moft religioufly obferved ; thefe 
are as-follow : 

He extends the prohibition of fith, milk, and ghee, for 
one month from the day of inoculation ; early on the morn- 
ing fucceeding the operation, four collons (an earthen pot 
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containing about two gailons) of cold water are ordered to 
be thrown over the patient from the head downwards, and 
to be repeated every morning and evening until the fever 
comes on, (which ufually is about the clofe of the fixth day 
from inoculation) then to defift until the appearence of the 
eruptions, which commonly happens at the clofe of the third 
complete day from the commencement of the fever, and 
then to purfue the cold bathing as before, through the courfe 
of the difeafe, and until the {cabs of the puttules drop off, 
They are ordered to open allthe puftules with a fine fharp 
pointed thorn, as foon as they begin to change their colour, 
and whilft the matter comtinues in a fluid ftate. Confine- 
ment to the houfe is abfolutely forbid, and the inoculated 
are ordered to be expofed to every air that blows ; and the 
utmoft indulgence they are allowed when the fever comes 
on, is to be laid'on a mat at the door ;. but, in fact, the e- 
ruptive fever is generally {6 inconfiderable and trifling, as 
very feldom to require this indulgence. Their. regimen is 
ordered to confift of all the refrigerating things the climate 
and feafon produces, as plantains, fugar-canes, water-me- 
jons, rice, gruel made of white poppy feeds, and cold wa- 
ter, or thin, rice gruel for their ordinary drink... Thefe in- 
ftructions being given, and an injunction laid on the patients 
to make a thankfgiving Poojah; or offering, to the goddefs 
on their recovery, the operator takes his fee, which from 
the poor is.a pound of cowries, about a penny fterling, and 
goes on to another door, down one fide of the freer and up 
on the other, andis thus employed from morning until night, 
inoculating fometimes eight or teninahoufe. The regi- 
men they order, when they are called to attend the difeafe 
taken in the natural way, is uniformly the fame. There u- 
fually begins to be a difcharge from the {carificationa day 
before the eruption, which continues through the difeafe, 
and fometime after the fcabs of the pock fail off; and a few 
eR vles: generally appear roundthe edge of the wound ; 

when thefe two circumftances appear only, without a fingle 
eruption on any part of the body, the patient is ceemed as 
fecure from future infeClion, as if the eruption had been ge- 
neral, 


When thebefere recited treatment of the inoculated is 
. ! ftrictly 
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ftri&ly followed, it is next 'to a miracle to hear,’ that’onein 
a million fails of receiving the infeétion, or of one that mif- 
eatries underit ;. of the multitude I have feen inoculated in 
that countty, the number of puftules have been feldom Iefs 
than fifty, and hardly ever exceed two hundred. 


PORK 


Obfervations made on the Falls of Onion River, at Waterbury, 
cominonly, called Batian-Falls,, May 12,1793: : 
By the Hon. 8. Hitehcock.and Col. Davis; - Oi 


s@errr 


the bafon the water difappeats, and fows undef the rocks 
to the diftance ‘of about fixty fect, and then gufhes out 
with great violence. From*the head of ‘the falls to the 
bottom is about fixteen rods; on‘ each fide of ‘which, thé’ 
channel. is bounded by a {Ulid rock, and-appears ‘to have* 
been worn out of the rock by the water. This channel is’ 
ftom forty to fifty feet in width. The height of the bank* 
on the fouth fide, computed from low water, is about 150 
feet; on the north fide, it was ellimatéd at about ninety. 
The falls along the channel aie about twenty-five or thirty 
fect. mets 

‘In fome part of the falls, where the water in high floods 
has worn over the rocks; are feen large bafons curioufly 
formed in the folid rocks, of ten-or twelve feet in’ depth, 
and of three or four feet in diameter. ‘The height of the 
waters, from the appearance of the timber lodged on the 
fides of the rocks, muft formerly have been fifty feet high- 
er than what it now is. Atthebottdm of the falls the ri« 
ver immediately widens to about twenty-five’ or thirty rods, 
and flows gently on in a beautiful ftream. 
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COLLECTION OF ORIGINAL HISTORICAL PAPERS; 
: (Continued from p. 142.] 


No, XII. A relation of the proceedings of the People of the 
County of Cumberland, and Province of New-York, 
. By Reuben Jones. 


N June 1774 there were fome letters came to the fuper- 
vifors of faid county, from the committee of corre{pond- 
ence at New-York, figned by their chairman, Mr. Low.; 
which letters faid fupervifors, through ignorance or inten- 
tion, kept until September, when they had another meet- 
ing, and it is fuppofed that they intended always to have 
kept them, and the goad people would have remained in 
ignorance about them until this time, had it not been by 
accident that it was whifpered abroad, fo that Dr. Reuben 


Jones of Rockingham, and Capt. Azariah Wright of Weft-. 
minifter heard of it, and took proper care to notify thofe 
towns. A meeting was called in the two towns aforefaid, 
and a committee was chofen by each town to: wait on thc. 


fupervifors at their meeting in September, to fee if there 
were any papers that fliould be laid before the feveral towns 
in the county ; and they found that there were papers come 


from the committee of correfpondence that fhould have 


been laid before the towns in June. The fupervifors made 
many excufes for thcir conduct: Some plead ignorance, 
and fome one thing, and fome another: But. the moft of 
them did feem to think, that they could fend a return to 
the committee at New-York without ever laying them be- 
fore their conftituents; which principle at this day fo much 
prevails, that it is the undoing of the people.’ Men at this. 
day are fo tainted with the principles of tyranny, that they 
would fain believe, that as they are chofen by the pcople to 
any kind, of office for any particular thing, that they have 
the fyle power of that people by whom they are chofen, and 
can act in the name of that people in any matter or thing, 
though it is not in any connection with what they were 
cholen for. But the committees would not confent to have 
a return made, until every town in the (county) had Mr. 
Low’s letters laid before them; which was done, and a 


‘coumy congrefs was called, return was made, a commi'tee 
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was chofen to fee that it.was put in print ;~but through in- 
tereft, or otherwife, it never was publifhed in any of the 
papers. 

Immediately after, the peop le of the county aforefaid re- 
ceived the refolves of the continental congrefs. They call- 
ed a county congrefs, and did adopt all the refolves of the 
continental congrefs as their refulves, promifing religioufly 
to adhere to that agreement or affociation. There was a 
eommittee of infpection moved for, to be chofen by the 
county, according to the: fecond refolve of the affociation 
aforefaid: But being much fpoken again by a juftice and 
an attorney, and looked upon by them as a childith imper- 
tinent thing, the delegates dared not chonfe one. At this 
time there were tory parties, forming, although they were 
under difguife ; and had laid a plan to bring the lower fort 
of the people into a ftate of bondage and flavery. ‘They 
faw that there was no caih flirring, and they took that op- 
portunity to collec debts, knowing that men had no other 
way to pay them, than by having their eftates taken by ex- 
ecution, and fold at vendue: There, were but very few men 
among. us that were. able to buy, and thofe men were fo 
difpofed, that they would take all the world into their own 
hands without paying any ching for it, if they’could by 
law, which would foon bring the whole-country into flave- 

ry. Moft, or all of;otr men in authority, and all that 
wanted court-tavoursyifeemed much enraged, and ftirred up 
many vexatious law-Luits,: and imprifoned many contrary to 
the laws of this prawinee,:and the ftatutes of the crown. 
One man:they put mto clofe prifon for high treafon; and 
all that they proved. againtt, him, was, that he faid if the 
king had figned the Quetresi:bill, it was his.opinion that he 
had broke Ais coronauon-oath. But the good people went 
and opened the. prifon-door ‘and let him go,:and did no vio- 
lence to~@ny man’s perfon or property. . 

Our men in office would fay that they did like the refo- 
lutions of the continental congrefs, and they ought to be 
ftrictly adhered to, until our general aflembly voted againtt 
them. Then they faid, that this wouid do for the Bay- 
province, but it -was childith for us to pay any fegard to 
them, Some of our court would boldly fay, that the king 
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had a juft right to make the revenue-aéts, for he‘had a fu- 
preme power ; and he that faid otherwife was-guilty of high 
treafon, and they did hope that they would be executed 
accordingly. The people were of opinion that fuch men 
were not fuitable to rule over them: And as the general 
afiembly of this province would not accede to the affocia- 
tion of the ‘continental congrefs, the good people were of 
opinion, that if they did accede to any power from or un- 
der them, they fhould be guilty of the breach of the 14th 
article of that affociation, and may juftly be dealt (with) 
accordingly by all America. When the good people con- 
fidered that the general affembly were for bringing them 
into a ftate of flavery, (which did appear plain by their 
not acceding to the beft method to procure their liberties, 
and the executive power fo ftrongly acquiefcing in all that 
they did, whether it was right or wrong ;) the good people 
of faid county thought it time to. look to themfelves: And 
they thought that it was dangerous to truft their lives and 
fortunes in the hands of fuch enemies to American liberty, 
but more particularly unreafonable that there fhould be any 
court held; fince thereby we muft accede to what our ge- 
neral affembly had done, m not acceding to what the whole 
continent had recommended; and that all America would 


break off all dealings and commerce with us, and bring us 


mto a ftare of flavery at once. ‘Fherefore in duty to God, 
ourfelves, and poltersty, we thought ourfelves under the 


‘firongeft obligations to refit and to eppole all authority 


that would not aecede to the sefolves of the continental 


‘congrefs. But knowing that many of ovr court were men 


that neither feared or regarded men, we thought that it was 
mott prudent to go and perfuade the judges to flay at home. 
Accordingly there were about forty good true men went 
trom Rockingham to Chefter, to diffluade Col. Chandler, 
the chief judge, trom attending court. He faid he believed 
it would be for the good of the county not to have any 
court, as things were: But there was one cafe of murder 
that they muft fee to, and if it was not agreeable to the 
people, they would not have any other cafe. One of the 
committee told him that the fheriff would raife a number 
with arms, and that tlere would be bloodfhed, The = 
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ael faid that he would give his word and honowr that there 
fhould not be any arms brought again us; and he would 
go down to court on Monday the 13th of March inftant, 
which was:the day that the court was to be opened. We 
told him that we would wait on him, if it was his will. He 
faid,; that our company would be very agreeable ; likewife 
he returned us his hearty thanks for our civility, and fo we 
parted with him. 

We heard from the fouthern part of the ftate, that Judge 
Sabin was very earneft to have the law go on, as well as 
many petty officers. ‘There were but two judges in the 
county at that time, Col. Wells being gone to New-York. 
There was a great deal of talk in what manner to ftop the 
court; and at length it was agreed on to let the court 
‘come together, and lay the reafons we had again(t their 
proceeding (before them), thinking they were men of fuch 
fenfe that they would hear them. But on Friday we heard 
that the court was going to take the poflefiion of the houfe 
on the 13th inftant, and to.keep a ftrong guard at the doors 
of faid houfe, that we could notcomein. We being juftly 
alarmed by the deceit of our court, though it was not 
ftrange, therefore we thought proper to get to court before 
the armed guards were placed, for we were determined: 
that our grievances fhould be laid before the ccurt before 


it was opened. On Monday the 13th of March inftant, 


there were about 100 of us entered the court-houfe about 
four o’clock in the afternoon.. But we had but juft enter- 
ed, before we were alarmed by a large aumber of men 
armed with guns, fwords, and piftols: But we in the houfe 
had not any weapons of war.among us, and were determin- 
ed that they fhkould not come in with their weapons of war, 
except. by the force of them. 

Efq. Patterfon came up at the head of his armed com- 
pany within about five yards of the door, and commanded 
us to difperfe, to which he got no anfwer. He then caufed 
the king’s proclamation to be read, and told us, that if we 
did not difperfe in fifteen minutes, by G—d he would blow 
a lane through us. We told him that we would not dif- 
perfe: We told them that they might come in if they 
would unarm themfelves, but not without. One of our 
Men 
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men went out at the door, and afked them if they were 
come for war; told them that we were come for peace, 
and that we fhould be glad to hold a parley with them.— 
At that, Mr. Gale the clerk of the court drew a piftol, held 
it up, and faid, d—n the parley with fuch d——d rafcals 
as you are; J will hold no parley with fuch d——d rafcals 
but by this, holding up his piltol. They gave us very harth 
language, told us we fhould be in hell before morning 3 
but after a while they drew a little off from the houfe, and 
feemed to be in a confultation. Three of us went out to 
treat with them; but the moft or all that we could get 
from them was, that they would not talk with fuch d—~—d 
rafcals as we were; and we foon returned tothe honfe, and 
they foon went off. 

Col. Chandler came in, and we laid the cafe before him, 
and told him that we had his word that there fhould not 
be any arms brought againft us. He faid that the arms 
were brought without his confent, but he would go and 
take them away from them, and we fhould enjoy the houfe 
undifturbed until morning ; and that the court fhould come 
in the morning without arms, and fhould hear what we had 
to lay before them, and then he went away. We then 
went out of the houfe and chefe a committee, which drew 
up articles tu ftand for, and read them to the company ; 
and they were voted nem. con. di/. and fome of our men 
went to the neighbours, and as many as the court and their 
party faw they bound. 

About midnight, or a little before, the fentry at the 
door efpyed fome men with guns, and he gave the word to 
man the doors, and the walk was crowded. Immediately 
the fheriff and his company marched up faft, within about 
ten rods of the door, and then the word was given, take 
care, aud then, fire. Three fired immediately. The word 
iire was repeated ; G—d d—n you fire, fend them to hell, 
was moft or all the words that were to be heard for fome 
time : On which there were feveral men wounded; one was 
thot with four bullets, one of which went through his brain, 
of which wound he died next day. Then they rufhed in with 
their guns, fwords, and clubs, and did moft cruelly mam- 
moc feyeral more, and took fome that were not wounded, 
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and thofe that were, and crowded them all into clofe prifon 
together, and told them that they fhould all be in hell be- 
fore the next night, and that they did with that there were 
40 more in the fame cafe with that dying man: When 
they put him into prifon, they took and dragged him as 
one would a dog ; and would mock him as he lay gafping, 
and make fport for themfelves at his dying motions. The 
people that efcaped took prudent care to notify the people 
in the county, and alfoin the government of New-Hamp- 
fhire, and: the Bay ; which being juftly alarmed at fuch an 
unheard of and aggravated piece of murder, did kindly in- 
terpofe in our favour. 

On Tuefday the 14th inft. about 12 o’clock, nearly 
200 men, weil armed, came from New-Hampthire govern- 
ment, and before night there were feveral of the people of 
Cumberland county returned ; and took up all they knew 
of that werein the horrid maffacre, and confined thera un- 
der a ftrong guard, and afterwards they confined as many 
as they could get evidence ‘againft, except feveral that did 
efcape for their lives. On the 15th inft. the body formed, 
chofe a moderator and clerk, and chofe a committee to fee 
that the coroner’s jury of inqueft were juft impartial men ; 
which jury on their oath did bring, in that W.. Patterfon, 
&c. &c. did, on the 13th March inftant, by force and arms, 
make an affault on the body of William French, then and 
there lying dead, and fhot him through the head witha 
bullet, of which wound he died, and not otherwife. Then 
the criminals were confined in clofe prifon, and on the e- 
vening of the fame day, and early the next morning, a large 
number came from the fouthern part of the county of Cum- 
berland, and the Bay Province: It is computed, that in the 
whole there were 500 good martial foldiers, well equipped 
for war, that had gathered. Onthe 16th inftant the body 
affembled, but being fo numerous that they could not do 
bufinefs, there was a vote pafled, to choofe a large com~ 
mittee to reprefent the whole, and that this committee 
fhould confift of men who did not belong to the county of 
Cumberland, as well as of thofe that did belong thereto ; 
which was done after the moft critical and impartial examin- 


ation of evidence, voted, That the heads of them fhould be 
: | confined 
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contined:in Northampton jail, till they could havea fair 
trial; andi chofe that did not appear fo guilty, fhould be 
under bonds, Holden to anfwer at the next court of oyer 
and terminer in the county aforefaid, which was agreed to. 
On the 17th inft. bonds were taken for thofe that were to be 
bound, and the reft fet out under a ftrong guard for North- 
ampton. | 

We, the committee aforefaid, embrace this opportunity 
to returt: our moft grateful acknowledgments and fincere 
thanks to our truly wife and patriotic friends in the govern- 
mient of New-Hampfhire and the Maffachufetts-Bay, for 
their kind and benevolent interpofition in our favour, at 
fuch.a time of diftrefs and confufion aforefaid ; ftrongly af- 
furing them, that we fhall be always ready for their aid and 
afliftance, if by the difpenfations of divine providence we 
are called thereto. 

Sigried by order of the Committee. 
REUBEN JONES, Clerk. 


Cumberland County, March’ 23d, 1775. 


No. XII. Proceedings of the Committees, held at 
Wefiminfler, April 12, 1775. 


AT a Meeting of Committees appointed by a large body 
of Inhabitants on the eaft fideof the range of Green 
Mountains, held at Weftminfter on the ith day of 
April, 1775. 

1. Voted, That Major Abiyah Lovejoy be the Modera- 

tor of this meeting. 

2. Voted, That Dr. Reuben Jones be the Clerk. 

3. Voted, as our opinion, That our inhabitants are in great 
danger of having their property unjuftly, cruelly, and un. 
conftitutionally taken from them, by the arbitrary and de- 
figning adminiftration of the government of N. York ; fun- 
dry inflances having already taken place. 

4. Voted, as our opinion, That the lives of thofe inha- 
bitants are in the utmotft hazard and imminent danger under 
the prefent adminiftration.— Witnefs the malicious and hor- 
rid maffacre of the night of the 13th ult. 

5. Voted, as our opinion, That it is the duty of faid in- 


habitants, as predicated on the eternal and immutable law 
of 
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of felf-prefervation, to wholly renounce and refit the admi- 
niftration of the government of N. ¥ork,’ till fuch time as 
the lives and property of thofe inhabitants may be fecured 
by it; or till fuch time as they can have opportunity, tolay 
their grievances before his moft gracious majefty in council, 
together with a proper remonftrance againft the unjuftifia- 
ble conduét of that government ; with a humble petition, to 
be taken out of fo oppreffive a jurifdi€tion, and cither- an- 
nexed to fome other government, or erected and incorpo- 
rated into a new one, as may appear beft to the faid inha- 
bitants, to the royal wifdom and clemency, and till -fuch 
time as his -majefty fhall-fettle this controverfy. 

6. Voted, That Colonel John Hazeltine, Charles Phelps,’ 
Efq. ‘and Colonel Ethan Allen, be a-committee to prepare 
fuch remonftranee and petition for the purpofe aforefaid. 


HOOK 
POLITICAL PAPERS. 
DISTRICT OF MAINE. 


SEPARATION, 


Portland, Feb 9, 1793 


N Wednefday the 28th ult. the Convention of the three- 
counties of York, Cumberland, and Lincoln, met'by 
adjournment in this town ; when the committee appointed 
for that purpofe, reported an addrefs to the people upon the 


bafis of certain refolutions heretofore publifhed (except the 


12th) which addrefs, as amended, accepted, and ordered to 
be fent to all the towns and plantations, is.as follows : . 
_ FELLOW-CITIZENS, 

Tue caufes that have determined the Convention to'lay 
before you the queftion, whether ‘it is, or foon will be ex- 
pedient, that the three weftern counties of the ‘Diftri& of 
Maine be ereted into an independent ftate, when you have 
io lately. decided apain{t the feparation ef the whole diftria 
at your meetings in May 1792, held by recommendation 
of the general court, feem to be the natural preliminary ox 
article of an addrefs upon the tubjeét—Had the quettion re- 
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mained the fame, viz. Whether the Diftrict of Maine fhould 
become a State ? An opinion entertained by fome that. fut- 
ther. information .bhas,prepared the public mind for a differ- 
ent decifion, would not have been deemed a fufficient jutfti- 
fication of any further proceedings at prefent. But, being 
chofen by. the advice of a former Convention, ‘¢ to confider 
of the expediency of erecting the counties of York, Cum- 
perland, and Lincoln, into a feparate ftate ;” and having, 
we truft, with due deliberation, refolved that fuch an event 
will be highly bencficial to the people, we are encouraged 
to take your opinions upon ihe iubje@, by a perfua fion that 
the new form of the queflion will not be liable to, the ob- 
jections fuppofed to have influenced your votes on the form- 
er occafion. The prudence and propriety of this appeal to 
the people, is confirmed in our minds by the late valuation, 
which furnifhes new and important evidence relative to the 
expence of fupporting a feparate government ; by a late re- 
port of the treafurer of Mafflachutfetts, which afcertains the 
annual expence of the prefent ddminiftration : by the adjuft- 
ment of our accounts with the U. States, which probably 
has in effeét relieved‘us from every kind of public debt ; and 
by the national profperity and refources which the interval, 
fince your laft meeting on the fubject of feparation, has fe 
abundantly difclofed. 
oo Lhe. prefent queftion, therefore, is entirely -new, and 
comes forward apparently at the molt favourable time that 
has ever happened for fimilar difcuffions., Our political 
condition, whether as individual or United States, is accu- 
rately defined: So that not only the facts we fhall flate are 
certain, but the inferences we deduce from thofe fa&s are 
fafe, conclufive, and permanent. Inaddition to. this, the 
public mind is free from every diftraction, and may prudent¢ 
lyand profitably undertake the confideration of what pro- 
vifions the public body may require to attain and: perpétue 
ate the due meafure of its felicity. In fhort, whatever may 
now be deliberately done, relative to government, unites 
the higheft probability of wifdom in the tranfaGion itfelf, 
with the faireit profpect of every defirable effect. 
For the benefice of the diftri€t, as well as comprchenfive 
: view, 
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view, we have digefted the refult of our deliberations into 
the form of refolutions, which are as follows: 
Refolved, 

1. That the detached and feparate fituation of thefe coun- 
ties, render it highly inconvenient and improper that their 
prefent connection with Maflachufetts fhould continue any 
longer than till the fame can be conveniently and conititu- 
tionally diffolved. 

2. That thefe counties, in refpect of territory, compre- 
hending a tract more than 120 miles {quare, and in refpect 
of population containing more than 80,000 fouls, are ade- 
quate to a feparate government: And that in refpeét of 
wealth and ability they are prepared for the meafure, 

3. That the feparation and erection of thefe countics into 
a ftate, is a meafure both conftitutional in principle and 
practicable in attempt. 

4. That our diftance from the feat ofegovernment is un+ 
favourable to equal reprefentation, and the preferment of 
neceffary and important petitions. 

5. That the prefent terms of the fupreme judicial court 
in thefe counties are infufficient for the due adminiftration 
of juftice; that our condition both deferves and demands 
dint our judges fhould refide among us ; and that the hard- 
fhip of being obliged to refort to the clerk’s office in Bofton 
for papers, and of paying officers fees for the return of exc- 
cutions to that office, is intolerable. 

6. That the fame hardfhip exifts in our being obliged to 
do bufinefs at the public oflices of government in the pre- 
{ent metropolis. 

7: That the expenditure of monies paid for the fupport 
of government among ourfelves, would in a confiderable 
degree alleviate that neceflary burden; whereas the fame 
expenditure abroad is a confiderable addition to it, 

§. That’the prefent ftate of education is difproportioned 
to our ability and population, and is to be imputed to the 
want of an authority among ourfelves that could at once 
under{tand and improve it. : 

. That innumerable advantages and accommodations 
would arife from the adminiftration of a government in the 
mid{t of the people. 


Dd 1o. That- 
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10. That the weight and confequence tn the federal go- 
vernment to be acquired by the right of fending two fena- 
tors to the Congrefs of the United States, is another mo- 
tive. 

11. That agriculture and manufactures, and the arts and 
fciences in general, might be encouraged, and would pro- 
bably flourifh to a much greater degree under a direct and 


immediate patronage compofed of thofe who could perceive 


their neceflitics, feel interefted in them, and be fufficiently 
at Jeifure to do them juftice. | 

12. That from faéts and documents before this Conven- 
tion it fully and inconteftibly appears, that the public taxes 
to be paid for the fupport of the prefent adminiftration, upon 
the principles of the laft valuation, are more than fufficient 
to fupport a feparate government. 

13. That the objections againft a feparation, fo far as 
they have been made known to us, either by actual repre- 
fentation of the people, or by report of opinions, are un- 
founded, and only fupported by doubtful authority and the 
negle& of examination. 

34. That the profperity whereof we are capable requires 
a total feparation from the prefent ftate; for feparate legifla- 
tive, judicial, and executive powers are alike effential, and 
any expedient fhort of thefe would not be falutary but dan- 
gerous; for it might amufe and deceive the people for a 
while, but probably would not fecure to them the tenth 
part of the advantages to which they have now the cleareft 
right. | 
| | Portland, April 13. 

Laft Monday being the day recommended by the Con- 
vention in their late addrefs to the people, as a fuitable time 
to confider the expediency of a feparation of the counties 
of York, Cumberland, and Lincoln from the common- 
wealth of Mafflachufetts, that article in the warrant for the 
town nieeting was read, and the addrefs received from the 
committee appointed to circulate the fame being produced, 
it was moved, and thereupon voted, to poftpone the article 
to the 6th day of May, being the time appointed by the 
@encral Court for taking the votes of the people on the 
tubjet of revifing the conftitution. ‘ 
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Comparative view of the exports from the United States for 


the four laft years. 
Dollars. 
Amount of exports for the year ending Sept. 20, 1791, = 874571,558 
For the year ending Sept. 30, 1792, were ; 20,518,01 
For the year ending Sept. 30, 1793. ° , , 26,01 1 788 


For the year ending Sept. 30, 1794. : ‘ 32,C00,000 

Deftination to the principal commercial nations, Great- Britain, France, 
Spain, Netherlands, Portugal, and Hanfe towns in 1791. 

To the dominions of Great. Britain, , ‘ : 7,053,418 


To the dominions of France, ; ° ° ° 4,298,762 
To the United Netherlands, . ; ; : ; 1,634,825 
To the dominions of Spain, _.. , ° . é 1,301,286 
To the dominions of Portugal, ‘ ; ‘ 1,039,696 


To the Hanfe towns, Hamburgh, Bremen, &c. ° : 64,259 
Deftination to the fame countries, in 1793. 
To Great Britain, ‘ . ene y - «+ 98,421,239 


To France, ° ° ° ° : ‘ ‘ 7,050,498 
United Netherlands, _—_. ° ° : ‘ 3,169,539 
Spain, PAN ° ‘ ‘ ° ; . 25237,954 
Portugal, . ‘ ° ° ‘ . é ‘ 9971599 
Hanfe towns, ‘ ° ° ° ; 792,537 


Deftination to the fame countries in 1794. 
To Great-Britain, ° ° ‘ ° : ° 7,158,183 
To France, ° ° ° ° ° : e ai0 4:9675799 
To Spain, ° , ° ; : ; ‘Tk 3,749,978 
United Netherlands, ‘ op . : : 593419357 
Portugal, : ° , ° : ; . 992,508 
Hanfe towns, ae ee” ° ° - « 93,828,826 

The moft remarkable facts that appear from this ftatement 
are thefe: ! 

1. In 1791, Great-Britain received dire&ly almoft one 
half our exports—that is, nearly eight millions, out of fe- 
venteen millions. In 1794, Great-Britain received but fe- 
ven millions out of thirty-two millions or little more than a 
fifth. 

2. France in 1791 received direétly four millions—io 
1793, feven millions, and in 1794 fomething fhort of five 
millions. The orders of the Britifh Court in 1793, to feize 
veflels bound to French ports, compelled the merchant to 
fend his fhips by a circuitous route: Aad thus many fhip- 
ments which appear by the returns to have been deftined to 


Holland, Spain, and Hanfe towns, were aQually ree 
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for France. The real deftination of the fhipments in 1793 
and 1794 cannot be known from the returns ; but itis pro- 
bable that the exports to France, during the laft year, exceed 
thofe of any former year. 

3. The circumftance mentioned in the foregoing article 
will in part account for the amazing increafe of exports to 
the Netherlands, and the Hanfe towns—a fact that cannot 
otherwife be accounted for. The increafe in the exports to 
the Netherlands, from one million fix hundred thoufand, to 
upwards of five millions, is not to be accounted for on any 
principles of regular commerce: And the increafe from the 
Hanfe towns, from fixty-four thoufand, to almoft four mil- 
lions, is ftill more fuprifing. 

Our trade to Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark, appears to be 
greatly enlarged, as is that to the Italian ftates; while our 
trade to the Eaft-Indies appears to be very confiderably di- 
minifhed, 


A comparative View of the exports from the principal States 
in the Union, is as follows : 
In 1792. Dollars. 
From Maflachuletts, ° ° ° ° ° : 2389,922 
New- York, ‘ , : a 2 -§ -24528,085 
Pennfylvania, . «.  . anes oo 3,820,646 
Maryland, > os ° ° ’ ee 2955258 
Virginia, ; . . ° ; . ° 3:5492499 
South-Carolina, oe , » © 2,430,425 
In 1793. 
Maffachuletts, a ° ° - ° ° 3,676,4 12 
New. York, ° . ‘ . : . + 2:934.317 
Pennfy!vania, ‘ ¢ : . 44> 6,959,736 
Maryland, . so 8 , ‘ . i 3,687,119 
. (eS Aci Smrimene see's te 
South.Carolina, ; , ini . - 331951874 
In 1794. : 
Maffachufetts, oe 4 ° ‘ ° . 5»299,913 
New- York, R ; : ; ‘ ; © 5§:408,430 
Pennfylvania, . ° 0% -¢ . : 6,643,092 
Maryland, ° , ° ° : . «  §:040,347 
sae ee. he ew 8a et 3132 1,494 
South Carolina—imperfea returns, 


Amount 
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Amount of exports from the States north of Delaware in Dolls. 





4792,°. » + oo Rthie aos 10,39 11593 
From the States fouth of Pennfylvania, . +. «+ 9,626,421 
Difference 765,172 

° In 1793- 
North of Delaware, . ° a ° 15.200,537 
South of Pennfylvania, REAR a Sie oe 10,802,242 





‘ 


Difference 4.398 295 
In 1794, allowing two millions for the deficient returns of South- 
Carolina. 

North of Delaware, ° ° s fe : ° 19.324,762 
South of Pennfylvania, ‘rer bi =the ° 12,464,460 





Difference 6,860,302 

This annually increafing difference between the exports 

from the northern ftates and thofe from the fouthern, may 

juftly give rifeto fome ufeful refleCtions. Itis fubmitted to 

ingenuous men to determine, how far flavery is concerned 

in producing thefe appearances, amd where lie the vigour, 
the activity, and the refources of the United States, 


Advice to a young Tradefman, written in the year 1748, 
By Dr. Franklin. 


RR Ememare that time is money. He that can earn ten 
fhillings a day by his labour, and goes abroad, or fits 
idle one half of that day, though he {pends but fixpence du- 
ring his diverfion or idlenefs, ought not to reckon that the 
only expence ; he has really fpent, or rather thrown away, 
five fhillings befides. 

Remember that credit is money. If aman lets his money 
lie in my hands after it is due, he gives me the intereft, or 
fo much asI can make of it during that time. This a- 
Mounts to a confiderable fum where a man has good and 
large credit, and makes good ufe of it. 

Remember that money is of a prolific generating nature. 
Money can beget money, and its offspring can beget more, 
and foon. Five fhillings turned is fix ; turned again, it is 


{even and three-pence ; and fo on untill it becomes an hun- 
dred 
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dred pounds. The more there is of it, the more it produ- 
ces every turning, fo that the profits rife quicker and quick- 
er. He that kills a breeding fow, deftroys all her offspring 
to the thoufandth generation. He that murders a crown, 
deftroys all that it might have produced, even fcores of 
pounds. 

Remember that fix pounds a-year is but a groat a-day. 
For this little fum (which may be daily wafted either in time 
or expence, unperceived), a man of credit may, on his 
own {ecurity, have the conftant pofleffion and ufe of an 
hundred pounds. So much in ftock, brifkly turned by an 
induftrious man, produces great advantages. 

Remember this faying, ** The good paymatter is lord of 
another man’s purfe.” He that is known to pay punctually 
and exactly to the time he promifes, may at any time, and 
on any occafion, raife all the moncy his friends can f{pare, 
This is fometimes of great ufe. After induftry and frugali- 
ty, nothing contributes more to the raifing of a young man 
in the world, than pundtuality and juftice in all his dealings ; 
therefore never keep borrowed money an hour beyond the 
time you promifed, left a difappointment fhut up your 
friend’s purfe forever. 

The moft trifling ations that affe& a man’s credit are to 
beregarded. The found of your hammer at five in the 
Morning, or nine at night, heard by acreditor, makes him 
eafy fix months longer : but if he fees you ata billiard table, 
or hears your voice ata tavern, when you fhould be at work, 
he fends for his money the next day ; demands it before 
he can receive it in a lump. 

It fhews, befides, that you are mindful of what you owe; 
it makes you appear careful, as well as an honeft man, and 
that {till increafes your credit. 

Beware of thinking all your own that you poflefs, and 
of living accordingly. It isa miftake that many people whe 
have credit fallinto. ‘To prevent this, keep an exact ac- 
count, for fome time, both of your expences and your in- 
come. If you take the pains at firit to mention particulars, 
it will have this good effect ; you will difcover how wonder- 


fully {mall trifling expences mount up to large fums, ~ 
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will difcern what might have been, and may for the future 
be faved, without occafioning any great inconvenience. 

In fhort, the way to wealth, if you defire it, is as plain 
as the way to market. It depends chiefly on two words, | 
induftry and fragality ; that is, wafte neither time nor mo- 
ney, but make the beft ufe of both. Without induftry and 
frugality nothing will do, and with them every thing. He 
that gets all he can honeftly, and faves all he gets (necefla- 
ry expences excepted ), will certainly become rich—if that 
Being who governs the world, to whom all fhould look for 
a bleffing on their honett endeavours, doth not, in his wife 
providence, otherwife determine. 





ea S 


THE HISTORY OF THE 4MERICAN REV OLUTION. 
[Continued from p. 163.] > 





O fooner were thefe laws made known in America? 
than they cemented .the union of the colonies almoft 
beyond any poflibility of diffolving it. The affembly of 
Maffachufetts-Bay had pafled a vote againft the judges ac- 
cepting falaries from the crown, and put the queftion, 
Whether they would acccpt them as ufual from the gene- 
ral affembly ? Four anfwered in the affirmative; but Peter 
Oliver, the chief juftice, refufed.. A petition againft him, 
and an accufation, were brought before the governor ; but 
the latter refufed the accufation, and declined to interfere 
in the matter; but as they ftill infifted for juftice againft 
Mr. Oliver, the governor thought proper to put an end 
to the matter by diffolving the aflembly. 
. In this fituation of affairs a new alarm was occafioned by 


‘the news of the port-bill. This had been totally unexpe@- 


ed, and was received witb the moft extravagant expreffions 
of difpleafure among the populace; and while thefe conti- 
nued, the new governor, General Gage, arrived from Enge 
land. He had been chofen to this office on account of his 
being well acquainted in America, and generally agreeable 
to the people; but human wifdom could not now point out 

a method by which the flame could be allayed. The firft 
aa of his office as governor was to remove the affembly to 
Salem, a town feventeen miles diftant, in confequence of 


the, 
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the late act. When this was intimated to the affembly, 
they replied by requefting him to appoint a day of public 
humiliation for deprecating the wrath of heaven, but met 
with a refufal. When met at Salem, they paffed a refolu- 
tion; declaring the neceflity of a general congrefs compofed 
of delegates from all the provinces, in order to take the 
affairs of the colonies at large into confideration ; and five 
gentlemen, remarkable for their oppofition to the Britith 
meafures, were chofen to reprefent that of Maflachufetts- 
Bay. They then proceeded with all expedition to draw 
up a declaration, containing a detail of the grievances they 
laboured under, and the neceflity of exerting themfelves a- 
gainft lawlefs power; they fet forth the difregard fhown to 
their petitions, and the attempts of Great-Britain to deftroy 
their ancient conftitution; and concluded with exhorting 
the inbabitants of the colony to obftrudt, by every method 
in their power, fuch evil defigns, recommending at the 
fame time a total renunciation of every thing imported from 
Great-Britain, till. a redrefs of grievances could be pro- 
cured, 

Intelligence of this declaration was carried to the gover- 
nor on the very day that it was completed; on which ‘he 
diffolved the aflembly. This was followed by an addrefs 
from the inhabitants of Salem in favour of thofe of Bofton, 
and concluding with thefe remarkable words: ‘¢ By fhutting 
up the port of Bofton, fome imagine that the courfe of 


‘trade might betturned hither, and to our benefits’ but na- 


ture, in the formation of our harbour, forbids our decom- 
ing rivals in commerce with that convenient mart; and 
were it otherwife, we muft be dead to every idea of juftice, 
and loft to all feelings of humanity, could we indulge one 
thought to feize on\wealth, and raife our fortunes on the 
ruin of our fuffering neighbours.” : 

It had been fondly hoped by the -minifterial- party at 
home, that the advantages which other towns of the colony 
might derive from the annihilation of the trade of Bofton, 
would make them readily acquiefce in the mesfure of fhut- 
ting up that port, and rather rejoice in it than otherwife , 
but the words of the addrefs above mentioned feemed to 
preclude all hope of this kind ; and fubfequent tranfactions 
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foon manifefted it to be totally vain. No fooner did intel- 
ligence arrive of the remaining bills paffed in the feffion of 
1774, than the caufe of Bolton became the caufe of all the 


colonies. 


commotions throughout them all. 


The 


port-bill had already occafioned violent 


It had been reprobated 


in provincial meetings, and refiltance even to the laft had 


been recommended againtt fuch oppreffion. 
the firft of June, the day on which the 


In Virginia, 
port of Botton was 


to be fhut up, was held as a day of humiliation, and a pub. 
lic interceffion in favour of America was enjoined. The 
ftyle of the prayer enjoined at this time was, that ** God 


would give the people one heart and one mind, firmly to 


oppole every invafion of the ‘Aaterican rights.” The Vir- 
ginians, however, did not content themfelves with aéts of 
They recommended, in the ftrongelt manner, a 
general congrefs of all the colonies, as fully perfuaded that’ 
an attempt to tax any colony in 4n arbitrary manner, was 
on them all, and mutt ultimately end 
in the ruin of them all. ) , at 
The provinces of New-York and Pennfylvania, however, 
were les fanguine than the reft, being fo clofely connected 
in the way of trade with Grear-Britain, thar the giving it 
up entirely appeared a matter of the moft ferious magni- 
tude, and not to be thought of but after every other me- 
thod had failed. The intelligence of the remaining «bills 
refpecting Bofton, however, fpread a frefh alarm through-' 
out the continent, and fixed thofe who had feemed to be 
the moft wavering. The propofal of giving ‘up‘all com. 
mercial intercourfe with Britain was again propofed ; con- 
tributions for the inhabitants of Bofton were raifed in every 
quarter; and they every day received addrefies commend- 


religion, 


in reality an attack up 


ing them for the hervic courage with which they fuftained 


their calamity. 


The Boftonians on thcir part were not wanting in their 


4 


endeavours to promote the general caufe. An agreement 
was framed, which, in imitation of former times, they calls 
By ‘this the fubferib- - 
ers moft religioufly bound themfelves to bréak off all com- 
munication with Britain after the expiration of ‘the tenth 
af Auguf enfuing, ubtil the obnoxious"atts Were’ repealed ; 


ed 2 Solemn League and Covenant. 
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at the fame time they engaged neither to purchafe nor uie 
any. goods imported after that time, and to renounce alf 
connection with thofe who did, or who refufed to fubferibe 
to this covenant; threatening, to publifh the names of the 
refractory, which at this time was a punifhment by no 
means to be defpifed. Agreements of a fimilar kind were 
almoft inftantaneoufly entered into throughout all America. 
General Gage indeed attempted to countera& the covenant 
by a proclamation, wherein it was declared an illegal and 
traiterous combination, threatening with the pains of law 
fuch as fubfcribed or countenanced it. But matters were 
too far gone for his proclamation to have any effe&%. The 
Americans retorted the charge of illegality on his own pro- 
clamation, and iniiftcd that the law allowed fubje&s to 
meet in order to confider of their grievances, and affociate 
for relief from oppreftion. 

Preparations were now nrade for holding the general cons 
grefs fo often propofed. Philadelphia, as being the moft 
¢entrical and confiderable town, was pitched upon for the 
place of its meeting. ‘Fhe delegates of whom it was to be 
compofed, were chofen by the reprefentatives of each pro- 
vince, and were in number from two to feven for each co- 
lony, though no province had more than one vote. The 
firft congrcis, which met at Philadelphia ia the beginning 
of September 1774, confilled of fifty-one delegates. The 
novelty and importance of the meeting excited an univerfal 
attention ; and their: tranfactions were fuch as could not 
but tend to render them refpectable. . 

The fir a& of congrefs was an approbation of the con- 
duct of Mafflachufetts-Bay, and an exhortation to continue 
in the fame fpirit with which they had begun. Supplies 
for the fuffering iohabitants (whom the operation of the 
port-bill had reduced to great diftrefs) were ftrongly recom- 
mended ; and it was declared, in, cafe of attempts to enforce 
the obnoxious ats by arms, all America fhould join ro af- 
Aft the town of Bolton; and, fhould the inhabitants be. 
obliged, during the courfe of hoftilities, to remove farther 
up the country, the loffes they might fultain fhould be.re- 
paired at the public eapence, 

‘Fhey. next adtizeiied General Gage by letter; in whieby- 
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naving {tated the grievances of the people of Maffucthiufetts 
colony, they informed him of the fixed and unalterable de- 
termination of all the other proyinces to fupport their bre- 
thren, and to oppofe the Britifh acts of parliament ; that they 
themfelves were appointed tu watch over,the liberties of A- 
merica; and intreated him to defift from military operations, 
left fuch hoftilities might be brought en as would fruftrate 
all hopes of reconciliation with the parent flate. 

The next ftep was to publith a declaration of their rights. 
Thefe they fummed up in the rights belonging to Englifh- 
men; and patticularly infifted, that as their diftance ren- 
dered it impoflible for them to tbe reprefented in the Britifh 
parliament, their provincial affemblies, with the governor 
appointed by the king, conitituted the only legiflative pow- 
er within each province. They would, however, confent 
to fuch aéts of parliament as were evidently calculated 
merely for the regulation of commerce, and fecuring to the 
parent-ftate the benefits of the American trade; but would 
never allow rhat they could impofe any tax on the colonies, 
for the purpofe of raifing a revenue, without their confent. 
They proceeded to reprobate the intention of each of the 
new ads of parliament; and infifted on all the rights they 
had enumerated as being unalienable, and what none could 
deprive them of. The Canada act they particularly pointed 
out as being extremely inimical to the colonies, by whofe 
aflittance it had been conquered ; and they termed it, “An 
act for eftablifhing the Roman Catholic religion in Canada, 
abolifhing the equitable fy ftem of Englith laws, and eftablith- 
ing atyranny there.” They further declared in favour of 
a non-importation and non-confumption of Britifh goods, 
until the aéts were repealed by which duties were impofed 
upon tea, coffee, wine, fugar, and molaffes imported into 
America, as well as the Bofton port-a@, and the three others 
paffed in the preceding feflion of parliament, The new re- 
gulations againft the importation and confumption of Britith 
commodities were then drawn up with great folemnity; 
and they concluded with returning the warmeft thanks to 
thofe members of parliament who had, with fo much zeal, 
though without any fuccefs, oppofed ‘the obnoxious atts of 
Pe ee ee a 
re Ther 


































hittin 
= wood 

‘ . | 

, 

a bh 

“ . , 
ee nbs - tre 





220 THe RURAL MAGAZINE; 


Their next proceedings were, to frame a petition to tlie 
king, an addrefs to the Britifh nation, and another to the 
colonies; all of which were fo much in the ufual ftratn of 
American language for fome time paft, that it is needlefs 
to enter into any particular account of them. It is fufficient 
to fay, that they were all drawn up in a mafterly manner, 
and ought to have imprefled the people of England with a 
more favourable idea of the Americans than they could at 
that time be induced to entertain. 

All this time the difpofition of the people had corref- 
ponded wirh the warmeft.withes of congrefs. The firft of 
June: had been kept as a faft, not only throughout Virginia, 
where it was firit prepofed, but through the whole conti- 
nent. Contributiuns forthe diftreffes of Bofton had been 
raifed throughout America, and people of -all ranks feemed 
to be particularly touched with them. Even thofe who 
feemed to be maft likely to derive advantages from them, 
took no opportunity, as has been already inftanced in the 
cafe of Salem. The inhabitants of Marblehead alfo fhowed 
a noble example of magnanimity inthe prefent cafe. Tho’ 
fituated in the neighbourhood of Bofton, and motft likely to 
derive benefit from their diftrefles, they did not attempt to 
take any advantage, but generoufly offered the ufe of their 
harbour to the Boftonians, as well as their wharfs and ware- 
houfes, free of all expence. In the mean time the Britith 
forces at Bofton were’ continually increafing in number, 
which greatly augmented the general jealoufy and difaffec- 
tion; the country were’ ready to rife at a moment’s warn- 
ing; and the experiment was made by giving a falfe alarm 
that the communication between the town and country was 
to be cut off, in order to reduce the former by famine to a 
compliance. with the acts of parliament. On this intelligene 
the country people aflembled in great numbers, and could 
not be fatisfied till they had fent meffengers into the city to 
enquire into she truth of the report. Thefe meflengers 
were enjoined to inform the town’s people, that if they 
Jhould be fo pufillanimous as to make a furrender of their 
liberties, the province would not think itfelf bound by fuch 
examples; and that Britain, by breaking their origina} 

charter, had annulled the contract fubfifting between them, 


and left them to act as they thought proper. 
The. 
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The people in every other refpect manifefted their inflex- 
ible determination to adhere to the plan they had fo long 
followed. ‘The new counfellors and judges were obliged to 
refign their offices, in order to preferve their lives and pro- 
perties from the fury of the multitude. In fome places they 
fhut up the avenues to the court-houfes ; and, when required 
to make way for the judges, replied, that they knew of none 
but fuch as were appointed by the ancient ufage and cuftom 
of the province. Every where they manifefted the moft 
ardent delire of learning the art of war; and every indivi- 
dual who could bear arms, was moft affiduous in procuring 
them, and learning their exercife. 

(To be continued.) 
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All. Fools-Day. A Poem. 
. Co" of folly, lend thy lyre, 


To harmonize the lay, 
A very foolifh bard infpire, 
Who fings of all-fools-day- 
Firft of the train, in livery gay, 
Appears the courtly tool, 
And does high honour to the day, 
A minifterial fool. 
The flaming patriot next we fee, 3 
Bred in the city fchool, 
Half mad for P—ne and liberty, 
And more than half—a fool. 
The deep contractor now behold, 





Arithmetic his rule, all c 
Who fells his voice for fordid gold, 
Far more a knave than fool. “iy 


The eaftern nabob with his cafh, 

His country would enflave ; 
fe well deferves the pointed lafh, 

—-An equal fool and knave. . 
The artful lawyer courts the fee, 


And dupes the fimple gull; 
The 
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Dheilawyer here the knave we fees 
The client is the fool. 
Each lady with her lofty plumes, 
Beyond fair reafon’s rules, 
Shews that fhe more than half prefumes 
That all the men are fools. 
Qne moral let this day imprefs ; 
‘Henceforth let folly ceafe; 
—** For wifdom’s ways are pleafantnefs, 
And all her paths are peace.” 


FRR ORK 


FP CHE mufe, difgufted at an age and clime, 
Barren of every glorious theme, 

In diftant lands now waits a better time, 
Producing fubje&ts worthy fame: 

In happy chmes, where from the genial fun 
And virgin-earth fuch fcenes enfue, 

The force of art by nature feems outdone, 
And fancied beauties by the trues 

In happy climes, the feat of innocence, 
Where nature guides and virtue rules, 

Where men fhall not impofe for truth and feng 
The pedantry of courts and {chools ; 


There fhall be fung another golden age, 


‘The rife of empire and of arts, 

The good and great, infpiring epic rage, 
The wifeft heads and nobleft hearts. 

Not fuch as Europe breeds in her decay; 
Such as fhe bred when frefh aud young, 

When heavenly flame did animate her clay, 
By future poets fhall be fung. 

Weitward the courfe of empire takes its way 5 
The four firft a&ts already paft, 

A fifth fhall clofe the drama with the day ; 
Time’s nobleft offspring is the laft. 


Verfes by Dr. Berkcley, Bifbop of Clayne, on the profpect of 
planting Arts and Learning in America, extracted from bis 
Mifcellanies. 
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The honeft Countryman’s Litany. 


Rom a wife of {mall fortune, but yet very proud, 
Who values herfelf on her family’s blood, 
W ‘0 feldom talks fenfe, but for ever is loud, 
: Libera nies 
F «om children begotten on fuch a curs’d mother, 
V ho are like to their. dam as one pea to another, 
Fi m feven of thefe. brats without e’cr a brother, 
Libera me. 
From living 1’ th’ parifh that has an old kirk, | 
Where the parfon would rule like a Jew or a Turk, 
Ani keeps a poor curate to do all the work, 
| Libera mex 
From a juftice o’ th’ peace, who’!l put up no Offence, 
But conftrues the law in its moft rigid fenfe, 
And all to bind over will find a pretence, 
Libera me. 
From bailiffs, attornies, and all common rogues, 
From Irifhmens’ nonfenfe, their bogs, and their brogues ; 
From Scots bonny clabber, their clawings and fhrugs, 
Libera me.. 
From fpiritual courts, citations, and libels ; 
From proctors, apparitors, and all the tribe elfe, 
Which ne’er were yet heard of in any bibles, 
7 Libera me. 
From being obliged to attend at affizes, 
And ferve upon juftices of nifi prius, 
From damp beds, or itchy, or fuch where there lice ‘is, 
| Libera: me. 
From dealing with great men, and taking their word.; 
From waiting whole mornings to fpeak with my lord, 
Who puts off his payments and puts on his fword, 
Libera mz. 
From trufting to hypocrites, wretches who trifle 
With heaven, that on earth more fecure they may rifle, 
Who confcience, and honour, and honetty ftifle, 
Libera me, 
From black coats who never the gofpel yet taught ; 
From red coats who never a battle yet fought ; 
From petticoats where the infide’s very naughr. 
Libera me. 
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Meteorologwxal Obfervations for April, t795< 









































Thermometer. | Winds. | Weather. 
— mn Aa ere _ . ‘ a 
D.| 7 A. M. | rP.M. | 9P.M. O74 
—_— neem cme pete mati | ee “= ——~e 
I 30 54 40 Se Cloudy. 
2 35 55 39 NWe Fair weather. : 
3 33 43 36 Ne Rainy A. M. cloudy P. M. 
4 33 64 42 $e Fair weather. 
5 4! 3s | 42 Ne Fair and pleafant. 
6 38 46 ff 38 Ne Cloudy. Snow difappears on the mounts 
7 39 40 38 Se Cloudy. 
3 40 46 37 S. tON. Cloudy. 
9 27 32 27 w. Cloudy dull weather. 
xo 1S 25 18 N- Cloudy. 
aI rk 32 20 Ne Fair and pleafant. 
312 20 47 50 N. Fair. 
33 48 56 36 8. Rainy. 
34 35 4t 36 Nw. Snow A.M. Cloudy P. M. 
35 35 | 66 4t NW, Fair. Swatlows appear. 
316 a7. \3" 93 49 Se Cloudy A.M. Fair P, M. 
17 40 { 65 45 Se, Cloudy. Rain and thuncer 3h. BP. Me- 
18 43 65 44 Se Fair. Farmers begin to plough. 
19 42 43 2 | Ne Rainy. 
20 39 50 44 N. Cloudy. 
21 37 55 32 NWe Fair A. M.. Cloudy P. M, 
22 33. Ix 53 35 NWe Fair weather. 
23 3 | 65 2 NW. Do, —_ 
24 3 65 56 NW. Do, rs 
25 $1 60 5° SWe Cloudy. 
264. 48 59 | 46 S. } Rainy. 
27 43 ~ 69 5¢ twee” Fair A.M. Cloudy P. M. 
28 50 46 42 N. Rainy. 
29 39 - 44 31 Ne Cloudy. 
2° | 25 |! 49 32 4 Ne * Faire 
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